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The Stationer to the Reader. 
Reader, 
' EL che account Tcar'give 
” X of this Book, or the Au- 
'or, is in the following Letter\. 
vhich came to my hands few 
ayes after T receivat theſe! 
 Pheers, and is prefixed to theny- 
- fn ſtead ofa Preface. 
For the Stationer.. | 
 Hoxgh. theſe Dialogues. 
were brought to-yotby-ano*- 
ber band than my own; yet ſuce- 
t75. upon my: motion that they, 


anP to: be Publiſhed, contrary. 
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xo the Authors deſegn, and truly, 


_ without his order +'T think my 


ſelf oblidged to ſay ſomewhat, o 
the Author and the book,and the} 


* rather that the Author not bein? 


forward tothe publiſhing of its 
will [ay nothing of Preface hin. 


If; But withall, I am reſoFvedy 


Jak ſpall be as ignorant of theſ 
be. of . this, as of the Auf 
thor of the Book, 

T be Author  aperſon of ex-y 


| traordinary moderation andpeace4; 


abtnaſs be can allow any diffe 

rence" of opinion , but ſuch as ll 

Pnronpatible with #he 'peace and 

if whe Church: - Ana; 

12h there be ſome expreſſions1 
i, ; 


2 C Nh 
uly theſe Dialogues that would . 
wy ppear tart ; yet it is meerly 0ccq- : 
of poned by the Feal be hath againſt 
thepbat uncharitable fpirit , which - 
inv\can allow of notbing that is not 
it,pxaftly of their own way. Sk 
ms The occaſion of writting in 
vedtbis way, was, that.a Book of the . 
theſame title and nature, printed in. 
\u-[England, came to the Autner s 

' Þands; and be, being pleaſed. 
ex-vith that familiar way of Writ- . 
ceFing, thought preſently of compo-- 
ffe-fing Dialogues ſuitable to our 
5 #([Differences here, as that was t9- 
andbe Differences of *hat Nation. 
Anff there be any thing in this coin«\. 
onsfident with that Book , it oy in { 
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| ſnob" things as” the humonrs of 


{rents ſpirit in both: Nati- || 
otws\ure the ſame; Andithe Au-|1 
thor: deſigns'not vanity by theſe |1 

ſheets, 2yritten; to my know-|1 
ledge , in asferw houres. as they 
conlÞbardlybe” tranſcribed; But 
| 25ſperh we:ah onetoſeethe weak: 

roof thoſe . grounds upon which |y 
|; #cÞſproious' firutturs are built ; | 
| whiehwber they come'to be exas bf 
mined; prove: bus. paimed ſepads | 
cDYess- / 

F begreat\deſrgn'of the Aru> (t 
L cdberis: thi mall. Books is; toleti|t, 
N nvixell eating prople. who'1p 
hoe love: codlineſ ſeethar\(p 
| Religion i9wt at all concerned'|4 
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abidgs\ wherem: they da con- 


. |+bat in: contending for the ſhell 
[ave are like to loofe ibekernell of 
Religion. 


CY 


cern' themſetues very#muob, ond 


The. language and manner .of 
Writting , ts accommodated 30 


« [theſe meaner capacities, who are 


ho: apt 30 be abuſed, by ſucb.as 


things, vuhich are nat of paeat 
ipoment: as may appear from theis 


atifperſuvading poor ſouls to take for 
:d\\4 mark of xeal that which mall 


enot, nay; which.is very ſad, 
ut tao true, wiſh-not yr 
or godlineſs 20 ifireſper an 
bands of thoſe who differ fo 


tbem Tu -opinion.ahaut ext 


chriſtion 


© x 
_elvifien 64 is ok on as; 
*@wery gFeat mark of impiety, toff 
| 226, nor going to Church : by 
\nibich people do ſhew, in the mos} 
| fendl manner they can; thei 
| \noborwningthe worſhip and ado: 
| ration of God, IS ITS = 
| v7. The Aurkormeaned no prejn 
alice Fo'any. perſon 7 in Vuritting 
#8, Nor wt publifhed pon. any 
ſuch defren”bit in bopes that -1 
ey inform fmmcere people. a qi. 
_— reads: it harper 4 
ey) "will [ m_ judge fo of it ' 
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Oa are welcome from the ,Weſft. How 
_ are all things there ? | 
4 Nan: Never worle 3, The glory is departed ſro | 
NAtac pep le.: and che} power of godlinefle is gone | 
ut* bers: 50d pity that. poor place, which was once 
Z Glo Figus. . ; | 
it "—_ I perceive by your manner of ſpeaking ths 
 - you Are, much. concerned in theſe . matters : but 
. . {pray you tell me wherein things are curned tf 
ch | g parſe among.you ? 
Fe yo Is ſtranger in I/raet, av 0s 
ROW. £1 ngs 2 are not QUE gracious. Mitite 
ke! noma fo, chat the work .of God is 
Aon 3, the, brave dayes of ; 


(2J 
ar Preaching, rs; are away 5 and in ftead of 
vas -Once e, there remain but a few, 
ſparks in ſoine ferrer corners : for,the precious C 
GR are gone. 
,"G Wha lay upow the matter, 1 know wel 
enough: but do not apprehend ic to be of ſuc 
jw c, 38 you [em to do. 

N. What! do not you chink it ſad, that Chirif 
I5-noc Prezched ? 

C. God farbid but he be? I do not. know howe 

| it is in your Corintry, bur 7 am ſure with us Chriſſ 
KY is preached very faithfully, bur 7 fear you conſide 
not well what iTis to preach Chriſt; do you think 
to tell us only of tris death; is to preach bim ? 

N. No, no, but oh how doth my heare mel: 
Within me, when 7] remember how (weetly I have 
heard the Minifiers there, clear up my intereſt i | 
Chriſt? 

EC: May be it was more ſweetly then fincerly{ 
for to eel} you of an intereſt in him, while you ar; 
I os to. his Laws and Goſpel, is to deceivfyi 

ou: fince you can haveno intereſt in'the blood qzj 

) m=4p have his Spirit dwelling in you. 
+ Bate oa, I know no name to be ſavego 
of Chrift: And I renounce mink 


wrt: 77 and accept of his "righte 


true,thac we are ſaved by tlie bloc 
bb Poop erue, that we maſt be7 


ou. 


piie; elſe we are gone of his, tl 
yoitr wn rightesuſnefſe; you mean 


þ | , 


(3) | 
ad ofyou are in the right, but if you lean-ſo to Chrifts 
2 ſefrighteouſnefle, as £0 aogje to be righteons your 
s OrNelf, you with Jude, kils your Maſter, while you 

hetray'him. And I fear your Miniſters ftudied more 
+ welſko convince you of the need of Chrifts righteouf- 
' (uciefſe, then of having ariy of your own: For in- 
deed ic is a cheap Religion, to lean ſo intirely to 
fChrift, that we do nofhing our ſelves. 
N. Weare far from thinking there is no need 
7 howof good works: We only exclude them from” Ju- 
ChrifRification, which is by Faith only. ' 
nſide @. Truly your-pradtices tell, you think there is 
thinks little need of them to'Salvation, as to Juſtifica- 
? Fion, remember the Golfht is plain and fimple,and 
; melfzme not to teach men Sophiſtry or Logick: theres 
[ havfore 7 ſhall not contend with you about'words ar 
reſt ihraſes : for as T believe, that Chriſt ' cattie! to. Zap 


lown his Fife a ranſome fot olty fins 3, fb if you'be- 
cerlyjieve, that without boltneſſe we frdit nodef ſee the 
ou arface of God, we are agreed in this matter. But 
eceiVfiſh we all tudied to live better , and thin our 


ood Glifferences would quickly end. * | 
on. | XN. Yes, I hear foine of'you are'flill calling of 
e ſavegolineſs and peace, but you' forget truth: which is | 
e minſs neceffary, thas without ic holinefs is bat hy- 
[CeOUBocrifie. OD 
© | C. Tacknowledge that, if ybu ſpeak of the fands- 

blookeacat Articles of our Faich, Bue all etuchs ars 

e PUror of equal certainty , nor of equal imp Ee ; 
"If blow feie 6 evitiin and fnportane eruch, that theme 
meathould be de Tae ox: z vhich 
TACY --© | 2 . us 


d | , 
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(:4) 
is not to be. broken, but upana matter of greaterſ; 
certainty and, weight, - & 

N.. One precious truth. is worth all the world: 
therefore 1. will not quice one cruth for the love off 
all men,  Not:@ hoof, faid Moſes. 

C. If you were required to condemn or den; P 
any thing. you judged truth.,: 7 confefſe you ought 
to obey God rather. than man. But it is -anotherc 
cale [80 quite the communion of the.Churchz be 
cauſe they are not ,.; as, you think, in the eruch » 
tells tha chat cruth be,of greater importance than i 
: | the Axtigle of your Faith, The Catholick, Churchſy 
” <wh(# he (anvurien. af Saints... And when you ard; 
" HF 35,fire of your call co; contend for thele. eraths, ad 
| Moſes. was of the will of, God, you may uſe hi 

words. "Let. me then 6: examine you a little , ho! 
"7 aw your Coe are truths ? 


dope (Fe are they not the caulF * 
ire Chriſt, his. Kingdom and Cronnhig 
Fn to erg we are all bound by .ch 


caken.in; the Covenant , whereintd, y 
eg dren unhorjrare oblidged. .. 


_ ;words prove. Mare oe you are  Aull + oh 
as +4 69 bet of whom the A Apofile give = 


this eak_ ſmelling . words, of vanity} 

And' there 1 2x no e the but have The fad (ame | bk Je: 

in-their mouth: theſe are fine contrivances 40 ial 

ey Bly women captive, who would be. read 

I ur þ de Confdepcn, an ey! 

o er way of | = is pet, 
T Py premiog DP i les, the one | Po, 


a= 


c 5 ) 
ike arrogant pride, and the other like | che modeſt 
Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Id:j N. How can you deny, that what is now cried 
| MN. was the work of God? 
C. I confeſſe it was fo the work of God , as the 
[Prophet faid, is there any evil in the City,” and the 
ord bath not done it: but in the ſente'you take 
ic, it was as far from it, as darknefſe'is from; light. 
N. How can you (peak ſo, was not {10 ſtrangely 
born down in our dayes ? 
C. 1 confeſſe you ftudied to nerally ſome'ſins : 
PFo did the Phariſees. But remember the *Apoflle 
Kivides fithinefſe, in that of the fleſh;* and of the 
Fpirit : andindeed, the latter proves z much ſub- 
hi filter and fironger oppoſition to: the Gofpet, than 
The former. It is true, ſoriie of theſe were 'Te- 
refſed by you; th 'T. muſt add,” in'a' way, 
allfarce ſuitable to the Goſpel': but for other fins, 
DS ou were'very gentle to them, nay, were guiley 


j Thikf chem your ſelves: for they mingled in_all your 


elatc lid. F 

' N. Now you begin to fall, and [ cannot vendurs 
1 Oo hear thoſe glorious dayes fo ſpoken' of. Is chis 

givethe moderation you [o'tntich proſefſe 2 | 
anity C, Flove moderation as'miuch as any Gn, _ 
048k leclare to you once for all, that T liave no_ quar- 
el at any, for'theit opiaions-in/ theſe matters :- nor 
dy hall 7 laboarito diſgrace the Jeaders/ of your party, 
By ſearching'into their phivate eſcapes; 'a'praQice 
alper (cl wſedl agaiafd'ns ; 'your monthes being 
look ww Ft ter Teprofehes agdinſt ſome . of our 
| :- bur it is. = St eo: the Spirit of 
B 3 Chriſt | 
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C63) 
Chrift and his Goſpel, wherein we are put-in mindy 
©o ſpeak evil of no man. 7 ſhall therefore fromſ 
your p Gp avowed. ations, and printed pa- 
pers, ſhew how far you are out of the way of God 
And ro at rhink you of your rebellion? this] 
of your whole work, and your Cove 
nant =— d to cement you in this. ' 
N.- Call: you fighting for God and his Cauſe, 
rebellion}, . | 
C. It1s yet under debate, whether it be heh 
Cauſe, of God: Suppole it were, ſhew me one placef 
In either I ents, that warrands Subje&s fight-Pi 
wg for Religion? you. know I can bring many a 
gainft it; yea, though the old diſpenſation was 2 
more cara} ang fiery ene, than the new one is ;4 
yet, whep the Kings of Judah and, I/rae! made A 
. fram the We cy 6 heatheniſh Idoy 
atry, ſome of the King polluting theFf« 
Tongle of 2 of Jeruſalem AS K-22} from [1  Mannaſſeh, ' 
ould not be-wor here, with: 
out 1 3 mx yet where do we find the people r 
_ fiſting them, or falling to popular Reſorwariqns ?F 
Neither do.the Vreabere that were (ent þy God$ 
Ever ror provoke them co-anyfuch canfles, And ye 
whole firain of the New Teſtament run 
_— CInge 
N. The Jay of nature Leacherh us;todeſend on 
ſelves, and {o, there is noneed of Scripture forix 2 | 
CG. is is-marvelous idealiog, 4 48r! Th 
you alwayes Hee from reaſon as a « priacipleÞ' 
to Scriptures porn. you- quite ipcure * Adi 
. qppeal £o ig; þ ape 1 Wy: 2re yet aſtrangeeFe 
$I "0 £C 


| C73 
mindfeo the very defign of Religion , which is to tame 
fromfand mortifie nature : :and is; not. a natural thing, 
| pa-ſbut ſupernatural. Therefore the rules of defend» 
Jod.fing and advancing it, muſt not be borrowed from 
thisnacure, but grace: The Scriptures are allo ftrange- 
,ove+ly contrived, ſince they ever tell us of ſuffering un- 
der perſecution: without giving your: exception, 
auſe,ſthat we refilt when we are in a capacity. And F 
— PÞppeal to your conſcience, whether it be/a likehee 
nay ©o advance Religion, fighting or (uffering ? 
Since a carnal man can do the one, but not the o- 
her. 

N. How can we negle& the intereſts of Chrift, 
yas and let them ruine, when we are in & Capacity to 
> is ;Kefend them ? | 
e A+ C. If there were not a God who 'gorerns the 
World, your reaſoning might: have force : but d6 
you think that God cannet maintain his own right, 

dut the wrath of man muft work his righteouſnefſe? 
tay, we fee the contrary, for from the beginning, 
ill this day, God hath made the ſufferings of his 
people, 'the chief mean of propagating Religions 
mereas fighting hath been ever fatal ro it. And 
wCorift did begia the Goſpel with his ſuffering, 
rungiough he could have commanded Legions of An- 

pels for his defence. | 
q N. Chriſt knew it was the Fathers will that 
jingd C. This ſhews how lictle you underfland when 
ciple$'ou ſpeak'(o; are not Chrifts injun&jons our rule. 
2 anqPince then he forbade his Diſciples co draw # ſw$:d 
ngeor him, with fo ſeyere a threatning , as whoſdever 
£: B 4 will 


, 


: C853 
will draw the ſword, ſhall periſh by. the ſword, this 
mult binde:us, and: what heifayes to. Pz/ate on this} 
head, My Kingdom is not "of this world, &c. is fo 
plain language,that I wonder how it doth not con- 
vince all. -. 7 know there are ſome pirifull anſwer 
made to thoſe places : but they are :(o irrationa], 
that they-deſerve not a (erious reply, and. T am not 
ofan humour to laugh at 'them : only -take notic 
of this, - that -if at ingenious man fpeak plainly,f i 
much more muſt the God of cxuth: Judge ther 
whether theſe unworthy glofſes, make. Chritt like 
er a nibling Legicien, then the true and faithful 
witneſſe. "5 
N. Then you ——— our . ry reſormatior 
_—_ on andy fighting. c 
; —_—_ go'to examples, rathey begin with 

=— Ages. that immediatly followed;:Chrift , 
which for three hundred: years the: Goſpel was 
preached and propagated by ſufferings, bur neve! 
by Gghting,; though their number enabled them to 
it, and they were irritated by the cruelleſt provof 1 
cations and perſeeutions : And it is tobe ſupp 
ſed, that they who faw;and converſed with the Af i 
. Poſtles, underflood their meaning better than thel 
" who. lived. at, fo great.a diſtance from them: 1 ag 
knowledge there was force uſed in our Reformat 
015 hutſo much the; warſe- for - that 3 And. yo! 
know the enemy fowes his tares, even in: Chat fiels 
, wherein the Wheat i is ſowen. But- gever 'alledg 

0 ed Sg Folder Fen MEN, agaioft ch8.expreſh 


x vob What lay you then 20 theſe who-died ex " 
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| (9s) 
their opinion, fighting for Religion, with their 
| blood ? 
C. You put me toa hard lock, to rake not 
con-|j the afhes of the dead: As for choſe who died, I had 
wersf| that compaſſion for ſome of them, that 1 could wile 
onal, | lingly have redeemed their lives at the rate ofmine 
1 noth own 2. And | doubt not bur. many ſincerely follow- 
Dticef| ed their Conſcience in it.. Buc I] am farfrom think- 
inly,} ing the better of the: Cauſe, becauſe ſome died 
thenf handſomly for it, otherwiſe | ſhould be reconciled; 
like} to Atheiſm, and all Herefties, who want-not their 
bfullf pretended Martyrs. Bat] need go nofurther then 
England, at His Majefties Reſtauration, where the 
ation} murderers of the late King; died gailantly , own- 
ing what they did as the Cauſe of. God.- So the 
\ with) ſeal of a Martyrs blood, is. not alwayes the ſeal of 
' , I} God. 
way * N. Well, but why do you remember bygones ? 
nevel] We are now all good Subjedts, and do bleſs God 
2m tq for His: Majefties Reftauration, and do pray for him 
rovoy more then you do. 
po  C. May be fo, that he may be of your ways but, 
he AJ if that be not, IT doubt,your love to him is very 
chely cool. Ido not remember bygones to bring an odi- 
I aq} #72 upon you, but to ſhew that a:courſe which was 
maty managed by a ſpirit of Rebellion-, was none af 
} yo Gods.:: As for your rejoycing at His Majefiies Rev 
fielc fauration, I ſcarce believe it, fince you will nos 
ledgy keep a day of Thankſgiving for it. | -// < 
prefy -- N. Iris not that we (cruple the ching, bur bez 
53a =—_ yoy make it a-holy day. rey 
wn C. This 5 3s very nice, for by holy day we wean 
cach © f 


* (10) 
not that the twenty ninth of May. is a more ſacred 
time, then other dayes : but that the day ſhall be 
devoted to.holy exerciſe. ; 

N. This ſhould not be enjoyned by the Magi- 
ficate, but/by the Church, who ought only to or- 
der the worſhip of God. 

- E. I (hall not againſt chis alledge the commands 
of David and Solomon, fince you may alledge they 
were extraordinary perſons 3 but you cannot fay 
that Eftber and Mordecai were ſach, who enjoyned 
the obſervation of Purim, and call that Feaſt a good 
day 3 and the odds betwixt holy and good is not 
very great. And althongh there be no divine or- 
der for. the Feaft of Dedication., yet our Saviour 
was at the Feaſt, and in the Temple : though you 
will not come .eo Church on the twenty ninth of 


- 
c - 
o 
2 of 
o 2 
49 : 
” | 
| 
4 | 
Is F 
# : 
> : 
£ 
? 
oxy 
£ 
4 5 
w. 
” 


May. 

'.N. Well chen; all you can charge upon us is a 
little diſloyalty, but for all that, our way may be 
the Caufe of God': for even the Saints have their 
infirmities: 

*E. Truly this is (o great a one, that 7 dare pro- 
nounce none a Saint , who bath been guilty of it, 
till he repent of it: But 7 am far from being at the 
end of your faules, having but begun with this. 
” 8 The nexc thing perſwades me of your evil way, is, 
| [i your cruelty and rigour : Did you not force all to 
- | {cake che Covenant , ſeverely puniſhing fuch as 
* | "Bwonld not > And did you not cruelly perſecuce all 

| "Bchioſe who oppoſed you?-/Fruly this hath fo con- 
| Wficrmed my averfion from your way, -that I'hope ne- 
to be recanciled co this part of it. - _ - 
you N. That 
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N. That was a fault too, and many of us are 
yery ſenſible of it. 

C. Let not my ſoul enter into the ſecrets of 
bloody men: Your very Leaders, who if they had 
known any thing of the meek ſpirit, ſhon}d have 
oppoſed theſe leverities; not only countenanced, 
but drave them on, and rejoyced in them. And 
if they think it a fault, how comes it that none of 
them offers to diſclaim it? Yea, ſome of you in 
your confeſſions of ſins, and cayg{es of wrath, rather 
tax your courſes of too great lenity. 

N. Whoever may abje& -that , you may be 
filent 3. for what ſeverity have we felt? how many 
Miniſters are turned our, and people oppreſſed for 
mot awning you ? 

C. I muſt in ſo far juſtify the rigour you have 
met with, as to ſhow it is far ſhort of yours, 
People are required-£9.do nothing, but live peace- 
ably, and joyn in Worſhip ; whereas you made 
them (wear to you : and the Minifters are not made 
(wear to maintain the preſent cftabliſhment, and co 
rgot out the contrary, as you did; they are only 
required to concur jn Diſcipline , and to promiſe 
ſubmiſſion co Epiſcopacy. 

N. Do you nat wonder at my patience , who: 
hear you inyeigh fo bitterly againft us ? but T let 
you ſee, a Pretbyterian can be calm: I hope you 
have dane. 

C: Not yet indeed; 7 am not erying your calms 
nes, but your conſcience, and what 7 ſpeak, isnot- 
to-uritaty, but to convince you. 7 fhallnext take 
notice of the great infolence and height was among 

| you 3 


(5) 
you : I ſpeak not of perſonal pride, though could 


fay enough on that Head: I only-cax your pnblicky: 


atings. What inſolence was it, to afſume big 
names, of the godly patty, and the people of God; 
and co call your way, The Cauſe and Kingdom of 
Chriſt > Whether looks this like the Phariſees and 
Hypocrites, ornot ? And mthis you were puniſh- 
ed with your: own weapens: for the Proteſters 
wrung that from che reft af you, and the Indepen- 
dants afſumed it from you both. IN 
N. I am (ure we were the Godly Party, com 
red to thofe we had todo with, £ 
Ce. This bewrayes your arrogance: though it 
were (o, you oughe not to bear witneſs to your 
ſelves, nor aſſume ſuch cicles. Remember the 
Phariſee, who (aid, I thank the Lord that T am not 
like this Publican. You know the loudeſt preten- 
ders have not alwayes the jufteft title, 
© N. IT hope now you have done with your ſcold- 


"110 © C. This is like all guilty perſons, who take eve- 


PF av wi 


_Y wo poi, Page oy ©, mk © 3. 


ry modeſt repreſenting of their faults to them, as 


ſcolding and /bitrerne(s-3- ſo-did the Jews uſe Sc. 


Paul. It ſhews the ſore or diſeaſe is deſperate, when j? 


the Patient cannot be touched, Ihavenor yet be- 
jan toſcold, bur 7 have not done'with admoniſt- 
mg. - Next, How did your Leaders complaih: of 


Biſhops their medling in matters of State+ 'and fi 
yer when the Scene turned, how abſolutely did chey }' 


govern? Church-men grew the adviſers of all bufi- 
nefſes, Juncoes held in their houſes. Ang how mm- 
pucently ag". 
Y no 


- 
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Anno 1 6.48. even in Civil matters? as were the 


ick{-Levying of Armies, and the paying of Taxes. And 


aſter, the Tragical Cataftrophe of the unlawfully 
- | called unlawful Engagement , they barred the No- 
bility frem their priviledges as Peers, ll chey muſt 
be atisfied. | = 

N. All that was done in order to Religion, 
| which is in the Churches care. 

C. This is the very Plea of the Pope : and ins 
deed in Politicks, the Pope and the Presbyterians 
agree in moe things than you thiak on. By chis 
Maxime all Civil matters muft come under Eccles» 


:e | ſiaſtical cognizance; fince every ation can be re- 


duced to one of the Tables of che Law. Bur par- 
ticularly to medle with War, and matters of Blood, 
hath been ever judged dire&ly contrary to the Pa- 
ftoral duty, which obligeth co feed, and not to 
kill, Bur I ſhall add one thing more , which was 
your Superſtition, 

N. I had reſolved to have obje&ed that to you, 
and I am ſure we cannot be guilty of it,fince there 
is nothing we hate more? 

C. You know not the true notion of it, and fo 
are guiltier then you are aware of Superſtition 
ts an over-rating” of things, as if God were more 
- [pleaſed with them, than indeed hg is: And there- 
fore to lay too great weight upon any thing, is ſu» 
pexſtition. , He then that judgeth a thing of it (elf 
indifterent,to be neceſlary : And he that condemns 


git as unlawful, are equally ſuperftitious. It were a 


;Jlong and tedious ſtory, to let you ſee how great 
; [Weight you laid upon many (all matters, both in 


doing 
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Going and forbearing. But 7 will leave particu-ſſ4 
hars co your conſcience 3 and T proteſt in all T have 
Kid, I have no other defign, bur eo teach you not 
. Co have mens perſons or wayes too much in admi 
ration. | & | 
N. You have now run out in a lons and furious 
exreer againſt ns: hear re nexe, reckon the excel-| 
lent things were amongft'us, 'and I doubt not yo 
En our good did ' far preponderat © 
* *E. I ſhall hear you with all my heart, but in th 
mean time let us take alittle refreſhment and 
reſpite. . 
N. Be it fo, 


(15) 
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Imi C. NT Ow let us again reſume our diſcourſe, and 


ww . tell me what great geodnefſe was it, which 
1.$o commended your party; tor I love what is geod, 
de where it will : and therefore though I be none 
of your party , yet 7 ſhall heartily' rejoyce to hear 
pood of them. 
| thei N. I fear you are either fo carnal, as not eo re- 
andfiſh chings that are ſpiritual, or fo byaſſed, as nor 
O (ec the due value upon us : But who can doubt 
re were the people of God , who remember how 
bore down fin and wiekednefſe ? How much 
pood preaching there was amongſt us? What fer- 
/70ur was on peoples mindes, when they heard Ser» 
mons ?- What heavenly prayers we -ponred out Go 
od ? But when I remember our Fafts, and dayes 
f Communion, my very heart breaks'to -think 
heſe ſweet dayes are now gone: Then what de- 
;ghr in Scripture had we, that all our Vulgar were 
cquainted with it ? How well was the Sabbath ob- 
© _ -ſſerved amongft us ? And what order was there in 
+ Families, morning and evening ?' All/ chis. is how 
one. Alas for poor Scotland ! that hid orice" tlie 
ight of the Goſpel ſo brightly ſhitiing in i ! Buc 
_— ah, o the darkneffe that "ov ke 
t! had you bat ſeen what I] ſaw, your very freave | 
ould have been raviſhed with - {pop bp 
C. Truly, 1 expefted to have heard ſome greae 
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' the world, religngtion, humility, meekneſle, patiF' 
erice, obedience, charity, abfſtrattion of thihde, andÞ! 
the other great-heights. of Chriſtian Religion ; butf 
you cell me only of their extetrial devotion, which 

'how good loever it be, yet-is far from being thy 
Chara&er of a Chriſtian ;-fince the very PhariſeeF 
MW .were eminent-in thole chings. | al 
i - N. 1 told you, you were tarnal, and ſavoure@!l 
" 1 nor the things of God; you Jook after moralityÞ! 
as the great matter: but we look after true ChriF 
GC. If by morality, you niean the affe&ing a verF® 
: tuous behaviour, ' without a dependance. on GoFt 

zznd Chriſt, 7 have as low an account of it as a 
; can have; but if by moralicy, you mean a pure an! 
-holy Converfation, I doubr it is the greateft angC 
- beſt part of Religion: Without whieh, the. otheſt 
«Partsare:but- hypocrifie and formality. Bur T (half 
-Examine all theſe things which ſeem to knit youge 
| hearts ſo-mack to that way-: And (ball begin witPil 
-heir-diligence io repreſling.. fin. 1 confefte thef's 
had a kind of: Diſcipline: bur it was wholly diffeſed 
| .rent from:the'rules of the Goſpel, and far {hor « 

- WM! :the ancient Biſhops dilciphine. renninge 7 ON 
| i +: Lice you undervalue every thing we did,bupb] 
| I -J am fure you have no reaſon for it. , | _. Pat 
| WM! -::C; Firſt chen, were not. your Qhurch-Seſſior en 


ilike Birlz-Coures, wore every ane come.and con n 
Plained I ich belonged to. the MagPP 

| firate: for the Church. ſhonld only Pos - wit A 

ſins, as they are Scandals, and not as:they are 1njF* 


ries.” Next, Dilations, according to. our Lon Ip 
vi.” 1 
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pati le, ſhould not be received, till the perſon be 
2 rt privately admoniſhed by the party offended; 
' burhext, by two or three ; and if he be obftinar, the 
hicChurch ſhould be cold : But you obſerved no ſuch 
th&ule. Next you impoſed*and exadted Fines, which 
iſeeſvas the Magiſtrate's work ,' whereas the Church 
hould take no money, but what igoffered in Cha- 
uregity. You alſo forced people' to ſtoop* to your 
licyPiſcipline, for-if they refiſed, you threatned them 
>krifith:che temporal ſword: ' which by the unhap- 
- Þinefſe of clie'times, was too much at your dif- 
 vergole. And this ſheweth, thit you did not carry 
God the Goſpel, by a Golfpel-ſpirit , though- that 
5 anfas Ever in your mouthes, but by ſecular wayes : 
eandr, offenders ſhould come and offer themſelves 
+ ando Diſcipline, and not be driven to ic. The time 
othefkerein your pennance lafted, was alſo ſhort: the 
[ ſhalſacient Biſhops- did ſeparate* offenders, -as mariy 
yougears, as you did weeks. Ir is alfo clear, you uſed 
witPiſcipline ro put a temporal ſhame upon offend 
thef's : For youlet them in'a high place to be ga- 
diffeſed upen, whereas they ſhonld have been : rather 
2rt oft without the doors of the Church, ' And to 
onclude, how wretchedly did you abiiſe this? 
d,bupbje&ing' people to cenfure , for your-'triffling 
Patters, when you knew they were-afting « tnock= 
eſſiodenitence: and were more 7ealous to preach a- 
| compinlt oppoſitions to your courſes, than agziniſt the 

MagP@Politions'to the everlaſting Gaſpel. 
with N. Now you tax us for what'we were very free 
; inj: Was ever fin ſo boldly reproved, as in our 
Lorqplpits ? Our Miniſters ſparing no rank rior quality; 
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C. 1 conſeſſe ſome. things, [ Gay not: ou r1 
> boldly enough : noc or noplies, you rf 
Anointed, whoſe precended faults, you,like ſo mar} 
unaatural, Hams, were ready enough to Publil 
whe your, lo. doing, could. have no. other effed! 
buc,eg jcricate his, Subje&s againft him,” How « 
ten was, that ſacred Prince charged, with Poperf 
Tyranny, and the Mafſacze, of Ireland 2 and thif 
Royal Family termed, che bloody-houle? ye 
afrer, his accurſed enemies had murdered. higf* 
when common humagicy ſhould have oblidg ed Y 
20 Je the dead alone, a and Chriſtianity, ſhogld d 
taught. you to have,had.. more reyerent though 
. of one. who died io piquily and devquely; yet y 
.Cealed;not to, Perlecute and tear his'.memor{® 
which.1a ſpite of your malice, will. be glorious" 
all poſterity: and, that. .with che: beighe of infÞ 
FRONT nes jl8r the very hepring and Py. 
C ho. now reig - Tis 
-Yous Th: CR of;faules. o 4 how lit. 
ECG JOY: .in ſecret reproving faults 2, When. 
; #6 e Pulpit, thexs indeed you. triumph 
-becauſp, you, kney.none: were co oppoſe you. | 
kn is; cergain, reprools hould be begun in priv. 5 
-AQF bronght-to. publick ; but. .upen- the, 
. ftinate- Fejefting:; of private admonitions, 
;what.end were: you often lo bitter to abſenf* 
"This, and luck other things could be upon ndf'© 
her defgn,, buc either, maliciouſly to 'diſgt 
:ther; of to, get.a following .among.your paſ* 
and the name of faichfull, free,and-zeatous preaf®® 
-Ers.7 - m_ 


C19) 
x rd {I You (peak with very great heat ang pdſſion, 
| or$2gainſt better men then” your ſelf, and becter 

 maſhÞreactiers chan ever any of your way will be. 
1b1iff -- G- Maybe fo, I wiſh both they and their Gifts 
effe$h2d beenfeven-fold- better than they were: but 
ow dif 1 ſkall jitdge of them, either by their printed 
ope Sermoiis,-orichoſe I have heard, they are no ex- 
1 chitraordinery dings.- (And firft, The half of their 
? Ye Sermons: were upon '\-pnblick matters : and what 
| higdid cheſe-concern the' Souls of the poor people? 
ed y{Wasnor this for bread ;-to give them a tone? 
1d ha[Nexc, for the ſolid practiſes of a Chriftian Hfe, I 
ough ſcarce ever heard 'themm-nemed, except overly. 
;et | Wiiom heard you preach againſt the love of the 
.morvofkL'feking ofefteem, quarrelling , ſeeking of 
jous[/<venge; anxiety and paſkon? Vertue-was lictle 

of infpreathed, and farlefle:pratiſed, ' * 

N,>Pamvfarexvetheard much fpiritual DoArine 

is prom them for, thoſe are common matters. 
lied ©f- 'Read-our Saviours: Sermons , - particularly; 
This \upon the mount, and you' ſhall finde 
\phftele co be': the! great” fubjeRs of his diſcourſe : 
a, NJ cohſeflethey are corrmon, -but remember the 
pri omMmGneft-chings ave ofter moſt uſefull, As: for 
the (our ſptriraal Doftrine;/ the-true-heights of ſpiri- . 
s Feualitpwereaslictte Previched, as the living mach 
ibſenÞ® abftriaion, filenceandi(olitude, the' being of- 
on nd<1 in the ſtill contemplations of God and Chrift, 
-difg2e becoming UJead> to ult'chings' elſe, ſpending 
r_paf<2yes* and-nights im Fever fiſtings'and prayers; 
; preaſÞon ſeldom were theſe ings ſpoken of? 
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N. What then make you-of theny, {jnge Jou Sui 
: "n. ap chem to be ſpiritual dodrine? : ; ler 
. 1 ſhall aot deny bur they. were ſpicitual, W hol 
] ada, they were of a-very.low {ize and degree,anhug 
' ſuch as could never carry on the Auditors to k 
great perfe&ion, and moſt.of them were  praCtiſeſſo | 
by the Phariſees. You-koow chey read the Scrin (i 
cure, and knew it ſo exa&ly , as no. Chriſtians dfjot 
their Bibles : they oblerved-cthe Sabbath: ſeverihuc 
they prayed many. and -long prayers.-.:-So _t 
theſe external things, ; ATE, bur the fringes_.of. eruhf e| 
Religion. ,__ _ +; _-1:32! ng 
N. We heard Chcift and him crucified preaci A 
ed much, F a 13 
C. Ic was. well if Je did, bue let me tell; you,fl C 
Chriſt was ſo preached, as to cry; up-a bare: rel 
ing on him, without obedience £o his Goſpel, o tt 
] fear too-many did,: this:was -a-very-antichriftiaJhr; 
way of preaching Chriſt: Nexc, you:got amongſÞnf 
you a world of nice ſubtilties., which you callqhen 
Caſes of Conſcience, and:theſe were:handled with ( 
- fo metaphyſical curioſities, that 7 know not whil N 
to make of them: And the people :that ſboulfrea 
have been driven. out of-theſe, into-.:the. greqord 
 pratices-of a Chriſtian life , were too much flaff C. 
tered and bamoured in- them. I am:fare our 
+= png] the Penmen. of Scripture had no fuquthc 
uf. DU C 
N. This ill diſcovers your carnat heart: Goff 
| help you who underftand not the wayes of thft: 
Spirit. = 
-_ *.C. Never tell me of other wayes of the __ [ 
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Sut holifiefſe, charity, and humility, &c. T do not 
leny buc' ſome devout' people will be under 
joubtings and fears, but this is a weaknefſe 'which 

Sughc nor to be fed and humoured in them, and 

h ſcruples are to be ſatisfied 1n private. - But 
o hear people, who lead but common lives, talk 

ſuch things, is unſufferable. 1 ſhall not here rake 
atice of their (ſtrange methods , which 'they ſo 
ch admired in preaching : though 1-could cell 
ou how our Saviour and che Apottles uled none 

theſe : but 7 ſhall be ſparing in this, it not be- 
ng of ſo great, or neceſſary concerament, ; 

N. O but what powerfull Se:mons were theirs ! 

fhefSmade my very heart ſhake. 

C. 1 am gjad ic was ſo, but (ee that by power 
ou do not mean a tone in the voice, a grimace 
the face, or a geſture and a&ion,or ſome ſtrange 

ihraſes, theſe indeed affe& the vulgar much : but 
pFonfidering people ſee through them ,- and value 

Sem litcle, The woice of God was a ſtill voice, 

iwMmd Chrift was not heard in the fireets. 

N. -But there were many converted by the 
reachings, and then there was a great love tothe 
ord, people running far to hear it. 

TC. Truly Tam ſo far from envy, that T wiſh 
om my-Soul, where one was converted by you, 

athouſand had been. Bur ſee that by converjion 
du do not mean only,a change in opinion,or out- 

Gagard behaviour, which might be done upon inte- 
\ cleft: and remember that there was a kind ofPro- 
tlytes, even £0 the (ſervice of God, who thereby 
irigecame more the children of the devil, -than they 
b C3 were 
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were, And (ee that you do not miftakerevery heat Þ 
in the fancie for-a converlion;z one thing.,7 muſt Fc 
challenge you of, that you call alwayes yourf 
preachings,the word of God, for to term, them (ſo, ho 
and yer to confeſle,you.may be miſtaken in them,Þil 
is a contradiction, fince Gods ward is infallible: al 
Yaur texts indeed are the word of God, but yourÞC 
olofſes on them, are but the words of. fallibleſ'2 
men; _ Now this was a great Art to. conciliat aÞ” 
hudge veneration and authority to your, preach-FP 
ings; for you called them the words of the Lord,® 
and applied all the places of Scripture that be-PÞ©3 
longed'eo the inſpired and infallible preachers,unÞ##Þ 
to your (elves, that ſo you might be Rabbies. in$2O 
deed. uri 
N. I, but their lives was preaching , and theyf!% 
looked like the Goſpel indeed. ect 

EC; I am far from denying that there were very 
good men among.you,and there are ſome of them 
whom-T know to have the fear of God before theiquic 
eyes: but 7 muſt ſay, they ſeem co be litcle ad*" 
vanced above babes in Chriſt. For your greaf'! 
men, hoy ftrangely did chey. involve. themſelvegPſ? 
in all buſineſſes? and truly a medling temper,look 
not like a devout one :;- but, what great (piritualfſ*s 
ty appeared amongſt moſt of them? Leaders of 
Churches and parties ſhould be alwayes commenſ*"2 
ding God. end Religion to people, and truly. | 
hear there is lictle of this in their, mouthes ; Fd 
ſhrewd preſumption that there is not $00 much q©* 
It jn.their hearts. Rs not 
N: Alas! you know us not , we — ke 
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reat þut we expound Scripture, and have ſpiritual ex- 
auſErciſe amongft ns, & 
our C- I conftefſe you have enough that way, but 
hat looks more artificial and formal, but in your 
jiſcourſe, how few of your words are ſeaſenedwith 
Walt, miniftring grace to the bearers ? 'which is a 
nore genuine and native, and fo a more convin- 
ing way of commending Godlinefſe to people. 
zut what great things of devotion, or holinefle, 
ppear amongſt you ? who of you defpife the 
zorld ? give away your goods to the poor?” who 
Þear injuries without reſentments and Teverige? 
j#ho are willing to be ſet at nought? who are 
nortifying themſelves even in the lawfalt plea- 
ures of ſenſe? who bear crofſes without murmiu- 
ings? and for the devotional part, who' of you 
eem to live only .to God, and confecrat your” 
ime and ftrength to divine exerciſes ? truly theſe 
tings are as little among you as any party T 
now: nay, one thing 7 cannot pafſe by, thac you - 
penerally ſeem (o defirous of being noticed mm 
reaFour Religion; this is far from our Saviours 
lve pratice. 
2018 N. This is all your prejudicat opinion againſt 
valJus, but had you been ever with us at our Com- 
s opunions, you would have been forced to confefle 
aenfhat God was amongſt uss 7 
| + I never denied it, for 1am far from being ſo 
-» (idebound, as to affix God to a party,*as'you'too 
-þ dconfidentlie do. But for your Commimions, I am 
_ hot like to be much convinced by them, I cannor 
eelike your runging ſo many miles to them, this'ig# 
bu C4 cumul- 
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tumultuarie and diſorderlie; for if it be the Sacra- 
mear it (elf you value, you may have it nearer 
hand : bue this ſhews, you idolize men too much. 
Next, at your Communions, all your bufinefle. is 
to hear and talk, whereas the trueſt preparation 
for that work,is, an inward ſtillnefſe and recolle&ti- 
on of mind; and certainly much talk at that time, 
particularly in the very ation it ſelf, doth bur 
draw out, and diſturb the mind: and by reaſon offi 
your crouds, you cannot have occafion of ſuch re- 
tirement as is neceſſary at ſo ſolemn a time. Andi 
eo ſpeak plainly, I cannot think perſons very de- 
vout, who love rather to hear one talk, were it 
never ſogood purpoſes, than to retire inwardly 
and commune with their own hearts, and with 
God. Some of you will be many hours in pub- 
lick worſhip, and perhaps not a quarter ofan hour 
in ſecret devotions, It would look liker Chriſt, 
to be many hours ſecret in prayer, and very ſhort 
1n publick. 
N. I fee nothing among us pleafeth you, but 
we are never the worſe for all that. 
| C. Truly I cannot admire what 7 jadge but 
fimple and mean. But another fault about your 
Communions, was, that you had them (o ſeldom, 
 ngainft the expreſſe praftice of the Apoſtles,  whoſr' 
| cantinued daily breaking Bread : and the whole 
Charch-in all ages and places, were frequent injs 
this, which you brought to-once a year. And who 
faughe you to ſeparate it from the reft of the (o- 
dean worlkip, and nat haye it every Lords day ? Jco! 
ne ENS wry N. ThatJOr 
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N. That was, that by the unfrequency of it, is 
might be the more ſolemn. 

C. Then at length you confeſſe, you uſe your 
own devices, to make the worſhip of God more 
ſolemn. Bur it had been much liker the Apoftles, 
co have celebrate frequently, buc withall ro have 
noticed well ſuch as did receive. 

N. Did you never obſerve the great devotion 
in our worſhip ? 

C. Truly 1] am forry, 1faw fo little of it: what 
irreverence is it, that when prayer 1s in the 
Church, moſt of you {it on your breeches? is this 
to approach unto God with the reverence be- 
comes duft and aſhes? notwithſtanding of the ex- 
prefſe command of Scripture, O come let us wor- 
ſhip, and bow down, and kneel down before the Lord 
our Maker, and you cannot ſay this was one of 
Moſes rites. 

N. God looks not to the outward man, it is 
the inward bowing and kneeling of the ſoul he re- 
gards; and ic js your ſuperſtition to land much 
at theſe outward things. 

C. Bur we are commanded to glorifie God, as 
well with our bodies, as with our ſpirits. And 
how unhandſome is it, that we will not teſtifie that 
reverence to God, we would ſhew to a man, were 
he but a few degrees above us? beſide, you who 
alwayes call for Scripture, ought quickly to be 
convinced here? moft Scripture-prayers being 

id, either to be in that poſture, or in that which 
comes next in reverenceto it, to wit, ftanding. 


ztfOur Saviour kneeled when he prayed to the _ 
| ther, 


C :27. 
el- Jthey looking: like lictle. Churches : Our Maſters 
in fot Families praying , praifing , and expounding 
ent EScripeure, with their Families; what, was not this. 
Ip- a heavenly thing ? | 
C. I do approve of a part of it, and think it a 
the [pious and a Chriſtian cuttome, to have Families 
worſhipping God together, providing the way of 
ng ſic be grave and regular :, of which 7 ſhall ſpeak af- 
IN- | terwards. But for Maſters of Families, their ex- 
re? F pounding Scripture, it is intollerable, unlefle they 
he f be very intelligent perſons. How patent a way 
the | otherwile may this prove, for venting and broach- 
yer Þ ing errours, and herefies? but 1 would not have 
ity | you value this roo much: Otherwiſe T ſhall ſend 
IP. | you to the religious houſes in the Church of 
ES, | Rome, where they have worſbip (even hours a day, 
Or- | in a word, thoſe external things make not men 
ne, f good of themſelves. 
eath N. But I hope you will not condemn private 
he meetings, eſpecially when a Minifter is with us 
1s | for ſpiritual conference. | 
oft} E. Truly the thing in it (elf looks fair and well, 
ich bu ſince thele ſecret afſemblings have been much 
1C) | ſcandaljzed , ſince alſo they may be a cloak for 
off hatching miſchievous praftices , aud for debauch- 
uſe] ing peoples minds into ſchiſm and fa&ion, and to 
olef] a contempt of the Publick Worſhip, they are not 
ch-f to beuſed, Ler people meet as off as they will 
exX-j| in Church for Worſhip : and what is not fit to be 
faid in a Church,is not fit to be (aid in a Chamber 
akel! full of people. Such perſons as defire reſolution - 
yas for their (cryples, ought to ask it inprivate, and 
e5 | not 


| (28) 
not in theſe thronged Conventicles.* Since in ſuch 
matters the more private one be , the more like 
he is co the lowly (pirit : and the more talking he 
| be, he looks liker one that affe&s a name, and co 
{ be thought ſomewhat, The Goſpel is a humble, 
fimple thing , whereas formal affeted ſtuff, looks 
| like the ſpiric of pride, and Phariſaical vanity, at 
[ leaſt it gratifies it coo much. 
|' N. I ſee you will not allow us the praife we 
cruly deferve, but it is no matter, our record is 
on high. The men in the world alwayes ſet at 
naughe the children of God, but at leaſt you can- 
not deny us this glory, that were long in great 
unity. 
| C. I lovenot the ſpirit of detraftion, but I con- 
| feſs I wonder to (ee a party cryed up to the Hea- 
vens for nothing ; ſince I can ſpeak it with great 
ſincerity, I could never ſee any thing amongſt you, 
that could raiſe in me any great veneration for 
you. And I am ſure, what ever do it, your unity 
will never doit. Itis true, as long as you had to 
do with theſe, whom you moſt unchriſtianly, and 
maliciouſly called the Malignants, you were one, 
as Simeon and Levi were: but when evey that 
was done, you quickly broke amongſt your ſelves, 
and to let ſee how keen you'were upon your con- 
tention, even though the ground of your firſt 
breach was ſoon taken out of the way 5 yet you 
kept up your differences, with as much heat, as 
if they had been the great matters of Chriftian 
Religion, How fierce were you one agzinft ano- 
her , in' your Papers, Sermons, and __— ? 
ou 


( 29) 
You had (o inured the Pulpic to ſcolding, that in 
' many places it was the vulgar Diale& of charpſare; 
and this you did publickly in the fight of the Sun, 
Yea, ſo hot were you on both fidesy that you 
would liſten to no accommodation; nor to any 
ſew (they were very ſew) who would have brought 
things to a temper. 

N. This was our fault, __ you exaggerat. the 
marrer evo much; +5: - ttt 

C. 1 do-irt but with eroth ; and. to: fhew that 
. the ſpirit moved among you, "was.fo contentious, 
that when you had no bodie to contend'withy,you 
fought amongſt your ſelves. * Yea; upon the hap- 
pie revolution 3 how hot was:the Partie' among 
you which prevailed againſt the -other,: :and' was 
beginning ſnaply to 'depoſe-them , eith- You were 
allarm*d that the Biſhops' Were coming yt *ando 
lefr ic to them ? 

N. Now you are matiaious, eo inveigh. "ot 

gainft us, you know I can repay you in your-.own 

[ coin. ering _ go to; and NT way 
next, .* 
C. I never dvabe but you can ſcold-well, but 
we have had a-ſharp bour of itz. we will therefore 
draw T—_ a little, : LOR S152] 
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; KN >L: all you bave hicherco faid:; one ſhoul 


expe& there were fome.; ,extraordingr 
((ubleme:thing among you; but he-that looks on 
muſt confeſs, that ail thele defe&s:yau charge 
:15, are? far more. afzongſt; you; bebiles, you com 


.- hore>ofus, in: what you; acknowledge iwas gov. 


| '';Sorhacyoubave- all; our. evil, an 
-abne vfour geod : Andiyonrdare-got-deny;buti 
--oundeyes:Scotland booked liker 2 GhriſtianChure 
-=Ctlageit, dotidat this day. 
> +G:Do het mifidke we, 2s Af. be; Gig 


oma  avrereft, 207: party," -as' blindly toidaked,; a , 


which "moſt of you commit: Jann fo far : "Epilec 
op—_ love the i Order, -andt0 live! in/peac 


My hearty with, nhd:diily carr 


und cut: of hezd,! chat | 
wkth aanited farcgriians dl} joynto.ddvante el: 
erue and everlaſting deſigns oftiie Gadpel.. Ag fo 

the fins many among us are guilty of, ]abhor t 

— of patronizing them ; and, may be, ſom 

__of us we love not in publick to be ey: 

<6 fthe times , whereby peoples min 

are y bribed toa contempt of the Gov 

Tours 3 m8 finliede noticed by you : yet infſecr: 
mourn for theſe things as bitterly as any of yc 
d 


on-under it. - [But] never (wore: feral” 
— 

prayer to God, is, that all theſe diftingnifhing 
+1namhestere buried ; 


SP (3r) 
do. Bat remember you your ſelves are guiltier 
of the preſent looſne(s,than perhaps you think. 

N. How can that be, fince for as bitter as you 
are againſt us, you dare nat charge us with coun-: 
tenancing of vice. | 

G. But you make Religion ſuch a cloak to fo 
| many State-deſigns, that this makes, coo many 
impiouſly .co ſulpe& Religion to be but a defign 

y of it ſelf. Beſide, you drove people to at out- 

ward compliance with you, jn many of yourforms, 

4 againſt their hearts, which hath niade them nauſeae 

y at.all Religion: not being able tojudge -CWike 

J. Religion and. theſe miſtakes. But that "hich is 

08 ofgreateft weight, is, that our Sabiour knits the 

abgunding of iniquity,, with the waxing cold in 

B- loyers now, how 'taulty you are in this, I'Ittall eafi- 
£01 EE TT Sg ro 

N.. Nopeace, ſaith my God, 'to the witked;" you 

_ever charge our hating of fin, as unchiritabletieſs 2 
whereas this is bur” zeal for God ad ps erath, 

E. Thiele are the falſe glofles you purvir ings, 
' but . cake notice of the humour of You people, 
you are apt to judge us in the {ples vi 

are doubeful difputations , and” think*s' man's 
good Chriſtian except hebe of your Pitry,” Next, 
you are ever liſtening to , and Tpreiding a reac 


| I 
| F on , 


Apoitate: 
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. that Erahd , which 'the Chriftg Chiirch only 
- fained thoſe with, who fell off from” Chriſtianity 
- to Heatzzeniſto 


, one ſhould. apply all the places in the Fpililes a- 


dy.enough fo do. And as for changing,” except 
you make it a reproach for a man to grow wiler, 


© they could well confider things, to your way, 
* your oaths, and then you ftrive to keep them al- 


<< 


*- 53n our conſciences we can ſo do) as time-ſerying? 


C321 
Apoftates , Changlings ," Time-ſervers, and the 
like. and ſome of you rail at us, moſt petulant- 
ly : Now whereas you alwayes tatk of perſecution, þ 
truly it is more on 'otir fide than yours : for, to 
an ingenuotts ſpirit, if he be not much above all 
theſe,chings, ſuch ulage cluefly when it-is univer-|* 
_fal, is fargreater trial, than co ſuffer a little in 
the world. ESD 
N, Trufy 1 do not- deny, but'too mlich of that 
you ſpeak is true, and 1 with there were thore cha- 
Tity on all ſides. But, are not moft of 'you Apo- 
Ntaces,, Changlings, and Time-lervers? | | - 


=y 


. _—_ 


©: C, Whit invidiotis40tk is it for you to' faſten P 


upori the leaving ofa party?" Looks 
not this like the ſpirit of the Devil? Juff as i 


gainſt the horrid hereſjes and crimes of the Gno-ſf 
fticks, to every little errour, © which. you are rea- 


It can be none for a man £o ſee he was once miſta- 
ken. This generation was engaged by you, 


wayes iti a non-age, by telling them they muſt be 
fedfaft, and that it is aſnare after vowes'to make 
enquiry. ; And what ſtrange dodrine is it, to tax 
an obedience to the Laws of the Kingdom (when 


Nay, 


C 33) 


2y, perhaps as I hinted before, you are the 
preater time-ſervers, 

N. Well, though I owe charity to your per=- 
0ns, yet | owe none To your wayes,and | call what 
s black, black, therefore I can never be reconci- 
"Bed co your Epiſcopacy. 

C. This head falls aſimder in ewo things; The 
Pne is, a general confideration of that Governs 
nent; The other is,ſuppoſing ic were as you think 
t, how far you ought co f{eparate from what is 
mifle. Now, tell me what are your quarrels at 
piſcopacy ? 

N. I cannot think that Church-men ſhould be 

lled Lords, and be great perſons. 

C. This belongs not to the thing it felf, but is 

addition. of the Chriſtian Magiſtrates; and, Sir, 
xr Lord , and Gentleman, and Nobleman differ 
but in degree: Since then a Minifter, were he ne- 
er ſo meanly born, gets the temporal honour of 
Gentleman put upon him, why may not the 
emporal honour ofa Lord, be as well put upon 
Biſhop ? ſurely chis muſt not be conſidered by 


ou. 

N. But they ſhould not Lord over Gods heri- 
age: therefore away with your Lord Biſhop. 

C. If you underftand all Scriptures as you do 
his, you-'may write excellent Comnientaries 2 
or,by Lording,is meant a tyrannical domination, 
s the word clearly imports, and not a title. 

ext, Gods heritage, which you apply co the 
'Þlergy, is not in the Text. All in the Greek, is, 
ot tyrannizing over your Lots og divifions: ang 

D vith 


C341 
with whatever reaſorj you put down Biſhops from 
being as Noblemen, that ſame will prove,-your 
Mimifters ought not to:be Gentlemen, . except 
they be born ſuch; and 1 fear / your: Leaders wil 
have no minde to this, ; > 1 | 

N. Bur this is not all : my-chief quarrel againli] ,. 
Biſhops 15, that they-are a, funion. of mans de { 
viting, and no where inftitnted by. God, 

C. Truly you may ſpeak;foberly bere, for beg, 
fore | medile with chis,7 will ſhew in a few thingsy 
thar however - you. talked; bigly - of :3#5 divinum q 
yet you minded it as little as any could. You _ 
Lay-Eldersgghough I deny them not to be a good, 
inſtitution, are founded on: no Scripture, as now; 
the: moſt pidicious of your party own :- For wher 3 
you urge,that becaule the Apoſtle gives rules onf;:, 
ly for Biſhops and Deacons, that the other ordeq, 
of Didecfen Biſhops muſt be ſhuffled out ; how a Ye 
that (ame! time did you-not-ſee, that ruling Eldery,, 
were:nat:there ? and the places yon. alledge fog... 
them, arei'ſo abuſed, that it appears 'you firſy,. 
reſolvefo maintain them, and next to'ſeek Scripy.... 
rure-proof for them. The Brethren in the Cou 
cil.of the Apoſtles, proves too much , ' that ch 
are judges!of doftrine;- which yet you- will no... 
own. Beſide, it is abſurd :to think :that was 
Church Judicature, as ſhall ſoon appear. thaſ 
of ruling with diligence, 1s fond; for there, is madf | 
ari emuneration of Chriftian duties,and if you mak, 
2t: offiee for a]| there, we ſhall have more ranks "2 
Chutreh-men,ther they of Rome. have. Andit Þ.- 
Paipablezthat by be/ps. and Governments,are _ no, 

Nh oml. 


ſe 
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CF) 
Ml ome extiibidiniiry' Gifts” Who wonſtY not pity 
uy bien who Willd upon ſudHthifly fourdations'? -** 
Pl XN. But what fay you to the' Eldtrsithat Tale 
vil wall yi no 3o vie D165 $710 i vin .; 
C. Truly this 1s 'far #r6th i'ſtitaring” an | office; 
nl for, chis'{P286 of affice "then in” þr3tiz5/ſo;) by 
def (ome ether phce; yo tuft ptove” cheivinſtientt- 
on. | Thef#'We five? fix (everal” gloiſes> pur: of 
beJ theſe word Hut 1 protet 1 thipkCanyofthem ap 
85 pears more genuine” the” yours.” Which 1 
uy conceive tha' the fer (PRE words i&f Fer ſuch 
Ou :mong you as are fixet&'rale particuar charges, 
00Y be acubly honouted : ' But eÞecialty* choſe Evan- 
no} zelifts, who hive no: niedtifg with Thi,” but lz- 
met pour! it: Sord and dofffine; 'Thus'ybu fee how 
ON}; }Þ groundetl your El&&5-ire.  Nexr, how want 
rd ;ou Deacoh#? >: ff ef V0 77» 11917 
WJ > XN. 'leifeerns you know aur -Diſciplifie 4lt; that 
deifimon notwe td'Deacthicct 27 
 fof-' c.-.Þ kiiowvery wall:yonbhad' ſoinewhat called 
 firfiecons, bar this wws Villy aname to-deceive the 
C''Ppeopls;! who ottierwd@tifigtit have'beer ſtartled, 
Oro have found Deacons in their Bibles arid 'not'7h 
che. our Cthrithes; bur't tel you, your DexconSare 
| 9H Scriptare-deatons, Who were not #8'Yotirs ure: 
*25 PLay-perſons, but Ecclefaflick, ' and Fooact by he 
> -*" pmÞ©C ton of hands for ithat ſunt >znd fo Werg 
ma'ÞFo continue. '  Befids; whete' was it eve Heard of 
m'$hat 2 Church-office wasitiken froth! iy, withour 
1s & fanje ?- whereas you yetrly-altered 'yout Elders 
1 $nd Dezcoms. Next, why wanted you Dizconefſes, 
_ Jince clic 'Sctiprure is-Jo-'purticular-about” chem, 
_ D 2 telling 


% 


C36) 
telling of:their order, of their being received to 
ic, of their Qualifications, of their Age,.and of 
theic .Ilwployment ? ,. _- — 

N. Truly I have heard many of our Miniſters | Cc 
fay, che, want of chem was a fault. - 
..;C, Next, why wanted you Evangeliſts, ſince 
there are ſtill men who have peculias -eminencies 
in preaching ? why ſhould: they be confined to one 
charge, and not to be made to preach over a 
councrey,as they ſhall be called? 
 N. That, was an extraprdigary thing,which wasff 
in the dayes,of the Apoſtle... | | 

C.; This,is, well aflerted:: any thing in Scrip- 
ture that makes for yor call it ordinary, and what 
doth not pleaſe you, is extraordinary, Bur truly, 
ſince it js impoflible-to.ger a whole Charch ſer-f®' 
ved with ſuch a Minifſtery, as were tobe deſired, 
it {ſeems to be neceſſary, even in thole dayes, to 
' have an office of Evangglifts,;.-But further, in what: 
place af Scripture read; you/your claſlical Sabordi-P'1? 
nation of . Seſſions to Presbyceries, &c 2. This I}, : 
acknowledge'is rational and orderly, but: foundedf?%! 
upon no divine right. ;/, - lact 
| N.: Hog,did they of Amtioch ſend up to theſe, 5 
zh 


| 


at Feruſalem ? and are not the ſpirits of the Pr 
dbets ſubje&;to the Prophets? | (1 
. .C. By the. laft place,ic is clear, he is ſpeaking off* ** 
Parochial Churches, which -ſubje&ion none deny 
bur far the former, it :is; ridiculous-to. urge ith *<* 
fince it is certain they of-Antioch ſentinot up tof®* | 
eruſalem, either as to a Church ſuperior; to' ir. © 
Or. a9 ©. an .Oecumenick, Council, but to ' on 
. therq 


(37 ) 
there, who were immediatly infpired by God : as 
the Fews conſulted the high Prieſt his Urim and 
Thummim ; and if that was a Council, then all 
-s | Councils may ſpeak in their ſtile, which none bue - 

« Papiſt can ſay, For to preface our as, with, - 
et ſeems good to the Holy Ghoft, and yet to fay, we 
are ſubje& to error, is a' contradition, And thus 
the ſubordination of your Courts was a meer hu- 
mane device; fo that if the jus divinum 'be the 
rule, the Independants had-the better of yot1, But 
ashs for your Diſcipline, what warrand of Scripture 

have you for 1t? 
M.The excommimicating the Inceſtuous perſon, 
atþnd the noting thoſe that walk diſorderly, &c. 

C: 1 do not deny, bur there are clear gronnds 

.r- jor ſeparating ſcandalous perſons from 'our Wor- 
-d, (ip; but, why fo many dayes? and why in a place 
rofof repentance ? and why the uſe of Sack-cloath 
ometimes ? is not this the device of men? 
di-Þring Scripture for it? 
-s 10, N- Sure the Church hath power to do in theſe 
JedF21ngs, as ſhall cend moſt co order: and the dayes, 
lace, and habit, are but external chings. 
C. Now I have you at a great advantage, 
ough you underftand it not. Why may the 
-hurch impoſe ſuch dayes of penitence, and not 
$5 well order all for the fins of the year to be in 
> © Þenicence all the time of Lent? And why is one 
- ic $)ace made a part for Penitents to be in, and may 
- £2 another with as good and better reafon 
3cÞ© Made the proper | place for Communi- 
met*ing? And why may not a Church-man officiat 
herq D 3 __ 


zeſe h 


| (38) 
10:2 3 Syrphion as welliaq a PERHENT apa af Sack- || gy 
doath;; fince. the que js 3. ceremouy. expreſlive of | uf 
repentance, as well.as $jis, gther is;;pf innocence: | fo 
2nd bath were equally praciled under.the Law. 
N., I confefſe, I did.not think on,the(e.things, Þ fu 
bur T-believe our. Migiſters'haye anlwers to them, 
C. You may well þelieve,, for y083 ſhall-never th 
ſee it, for there is -no imaginable. d5fiexence be-fj £1 
Ewixt. them: One thing ,7 conſeſly, ; that-a manf} th 
once relolyed not to believe a thiag ,, if! he haveſ} yo 
any ſuþcultie of ſpirit, will, make, a, ſþife to fayh wi 
ſomewhat upon any thing. But I havg;npt done _— 
vich (keying your dxformity with, the Scripture- 
patcern.z, ſince then we, were: juſt no#, {peaking of pr 
the Counchl, #5 Jeruſalem, why do Jou not ob- 
ſerve thi, ot fai 
= HE that was only to, bury. the Syna-Y for 

v honour, ;apd as for the meats offeredſ fy 

fo Ic po &Fets takss that away.., - ſec 
pref ike you, ſtill rodevile fancies againſt no 


eve Seripture; where fayes che Scripture, that thi 

_ was donetg, pleaſe the Jews. ?,.as for. St,'Payl, corf pe 
fider that _he-wrote his. Epiftle before, he wene coff w 

Feruſalens and yet. St.  Fames tels him theſeſ we 

things were ftill obſerved there.z which ſhews, that as. 

a thing niay be obligatory in one place,;and not inf inf 

another: and ſo,that, in theſe 'externals, cammandy ch: 

are.nat zntended for lating. obligations. Nex 2g; 

3-uls you: not waſhing jo deer, ; ſince there is od th, 


eat {ct down more. pynftpslly inSeripture 
tis, Water, the Acions|;waſhing thy . thi 


feet, the lafficution, 4 "Thou donex/#doye, end ve '1.c 


0 »M 
Q oug 


C39.) 


k- } ought to waſh one another's feet , and the ſpiritual 
of | ule of it, is humility. Why do you not there- 
: | fore uſe this rite? 


| N. Why donot you uſe it, fince you cannot re- 
9, | fuſe the Scripture more'than we ? 
mf C. Forall ſuch matters, 1 have a clear anſwer, 
er ſ that in theſe externals, God intended no perpe- 
e-|| tual obligation ; and therefore in.them T follow 
anſ the praftice of the Catholick Church, Nexc, 3n 
vel your Worſhip, why do-you not kifle-one anotier 
ayf with a holy kifſe ? why do you not anoint the nek 
nel with oyl, as St. Zames commandeth? 
ef N. I is clear, that was extraordinary, for he 
off promiſes recovery upon the anointing. 
b-j C. No fuch matter, it is upon the prayer of 
faith, that he promiſes recovery, he alto: promiſerh 
1a” forgiveneſle, and fince you pray by all, and do nor 
ed] ſay that it is more then a mean for their being rai- 
ſed up and forgiven; why do you not as well” a- 
oftf noint, ſince the Scripture commands it?:Buc all 
"ty this ſhews, that however, with women, and {imple 
IJ people, you talk much of your ſticking © to rhe 
Word, and by your grave nods, and big words 
would perſvade them, that it is (o3 yet. you are 
as far from it as any. 1 ſhall end all this with. an 
inftance of great importance, who taught you'the 
change of the Sabbath? 7 am far from tpeakidg 
againſt the Church that did fo, but you: will-read 
the Bible logg ere you finde it there; that! of their 
meeting on the firſt day of the week, fayeth nor, 
q -that they antiquated the Saturnday3 "that of che 
''Lords 'day,faith yet _ for it, ic 

D 4 N. Well 
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AN. Well, what make you. of all this? it may 
well prove,our Church was not perfe; it never 
Juſtifies yowOr,do you mean to lay afide the Scrip- 
cures ? 

C. It once checks your inſolente, who pretend 
fo big, upon ſo light grounds; and it is certainly a 
direQer oppoſition to Scripture, to negleft what 
is expreſly enjoyned, as you do, than to add in 
ſome lefſer matters. All 1 fay upon the whole 
matter, is, that the Scriptures were deſigned by 
God, for the purifying the hearts and converſa- 
tions of men; and therefore it was not neceflarie 
they ſhould contain dire& rules; for the Church- 
policy,which being a half civil matter, needs nat 
divine warrands; and therefore the common rules 
are in Scripture, that there ſhould be Church Of- 
ficers, that choſe ſhould be ſeparate for that Fun- 
Rion, that they ſhould be obeyed, that things 
{ſhould be done to order, edification, and peace. 
Theſe are everlaſting obligations, becauſe the rea- 
ſons of them are perpetnal : But the other rules 
were accommodat to the then fate of things ; 
which altering, they alter likewiſe. And this is fo 
rational, that I can ſee nothing to be excepted a- 
gainſt it,with any ſhew or colour of reaſon. Nay, 
this looks like the Chriſtian libercy, for, whereas 


"the old diſpenſation was bound up, and limiced 
ea the ſmalleft matters, Chriſt hath delivered us 
= that law of Ordinances, and bath maile u 
Free. os 
-:* A This is to take the Crown off Chrifts head, 
and to pull him off his Throne, and to deny him 


King, 
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nay} King, which was the good confeſſion he witneſſed 
verſ before Pilate , and for which he came into the 
ip-f world; this allo makes him unfaithful, and infert- 
our to Moſes. 
endj C. Thele are fine devices to terrifie fimple 
y aff people , and with fuch talk you trurmph among 
hath women, and in your Conventicles. But,how little 
inf reaſon will ſuffice to let a man ſee throngh that 
oleſſ canting ? I ſay then, Chriſts Crown, his Throne, 
by and Kingdom, is an inward and ſpiritual ene, and 
1a-f not of the world, nor as the Kingdoms of the 
rief world: And a great part of his Kingdom,is,theli- 
h-j berty whereto he hath called us, freeing us from 
otf the yoke of the former {lavery and pedagogy. 
es} And fince no Allegory holds, it 15 ridiculous to 
+ | argue, becauſe othces in a Kingdom are named by 
n-f the King, therefore ic muſt be (o in the Church 
gs ſince you may as well ſay, there muſt be coin 
ſtamped by Chriſt. Beſide, what King wilt think 
his prerogative leſſened, by conftituting a Corpo- 
esf| ration, to whom he ſhall leave a liberty to caft 
; 38 themſelves into what mould they pleafe, provid- 
off ing they obey the general lawes, and hold that li- 
a-| berty as a thing depending upon him ? Chrifts 
y, | faichfulneſſe contifted in his diſcharging the Com- 
as | miſſion given him by the Father; of which,whoſo- 
df ever doubts, let him be Anathema Maranatha. 
| Bur, who told you, it was in the Fathers Com- 
'sþ miflion ? If you argue from Moſes, it will (ay more 
than you will grant, that all particulars muſt be 
determined: ſince then, as Moſes determines the 
dayes of ſeparation for a legal uncleannefe » why 
| ot 
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doth not the Goſpel determine the ſeparation fo 


Fes infticuted no Church-Government, in the way 


hauſe of Aron, was only Typical, and to weaic On 
the Temple, and the Worlhip & co be performed 
there. Befide which, they had Synagogues all the 
Land over, and wherever they had Colonies in 
the World, and in theſe they had their Rabbies, 
their Scribes, and their Rulers, and their chief 
Ruler of their Synagogues, which read their Law, 
performed ſuch Worſhip as was not tyed to the 
Temple at Feruſalem, and they inflited Dilci- 
pline upon offenders : and theſe might have been 
ofany Tribe, not only of that of Levi; and yet 
our Saviour never challengeth this, but went in 
to the rulers of their Synagogues; the like you 
finde done by his Apoſiles, and they never declame 
againſt it, as'an humane invention. Whence it 
maſt follow; that you muſt grant,cither what they 
| did, 'was foutided on divine cradition (which no 
Chriſtian will grant )or that a form of Government 
was'deviled by men, and- yet go unlawful 'thing. 
And''if the Jews had fuch' liberty , certainly the 
Chriſtian Church 4s at leaſt more free, as'to theſe 
externals,”'' And after all, fince Chrift is'the Head 
of the Wotld, as well as of the Church, 'why- did 
nor'be determine the order of the. one, 'as well as 
of the other'?'. 

"N. The odds is very gear, fac-kis Church i is 
dargr to 'hinv chian'all eheworld. + 
Ye! C. Why'ehen' doth he not deterngnethow! bis 
c 3G Church 


ti 


ſpiritual uncleannefle ? Nay further, conſider Mc Fo 
e\ 
we ule it; for that of the Tribe of Levi, andſ5'* 


__ ___ As» =» wm. pro A 
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n ſoCturch ſhould; be governed, as to the civil mat- 


M, I*<r- fincg,- Juſtice is a; part of his Law, as well as . 


 waybdevotion? and che civil peace ,, 1, hope, you will 
and{gia8t,; 15 more neceſlary to the very being of the 
e onfChburch, than is order in Dilciphine.z and ſo it 
meg was: determined inthe old Law, bur yer it is leſt 
| theſſat igercy in che news - And though] ſhould grant, 
s inf {6e'Churgh, as Church, is dearer to Chrift, chem 
ies, fas they are men, a;foghiſh and childiſh nicety:; 
hiefl Yet a King , thaugh he looks maſt.to what ' is 
aw, | deareſt ro him, he with have his authority acknows 
thef ledged in all his domynions : whence.ie will, with 
(ci. | the fame -parity of reaſon follow, that fince Chrift 
is the King, of the earth, - there ſhguld be no Ot- 
fices in it, bue of his appointment. ; 

N. I riever loved this carnal xeaſon, it is an ene- 
my to Religion : Qur Miniſters bring ,us to the 
Bible for every thing they ſay, but you come on 
ic | with your reaſon. 


Hey C. Truly you have. good cauſe to be againſt rea- 
no | ſon, for. it and you canaot.both prevail. If by 
-nt | carnal reaſon, you :meana ſober examining things, 
1g by the dictates of-Nature; ſee that you condemn 


not that, which is indeed the vgice of God ia us, 
ſe | and therefor is to. be'received.: And-if you make 
ad | this contrary to Religion, you bring. 3s ;great' 4 
id | tain npon Religios, as an Atheiſt, could devile 2 
2s | Bucifby reaſon, you mean litthe pittiful nibjing 
with ſome ill underftag, - and. worſe applied diy 
tinions, 'out of Xrifietie and Ramys,, a5 15 YELy 


:- | freqqentamong:you that is /juftly; called vaig 
is | Philoſophy, And for Scripture, do not _ 
ui 
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though in it nothing amounts to a demonſtration ; 
There are fairer likelihoods for Biſhops, from that 
of the Angels of the Churches , than ever you 
{hall find in ie for Presbytery': but I will not fay 
more of this. Next, let me tell you how ſoon 
this Government was in the Church, 

N. I will not deny, tares ſprung very early in 
Gods Husbandry',- but that will never convince 
me. To the Law, and to the Teftimony ; for from 
the beginning it was not ſo. 


judice againſt theſe Churches ; bur think ſoberly, 
whether is it likelier, that choſe wholived (o nigh 


poſtiles better then we do, at the fagg end of an 
thouſand and fix hundred years ? As alſo, whether 
is it liker, chat the Church then, alwayes in the 
fire-of perſecution , was purer then ſhe is now ? 
God bleſs me from the pride of comparing my 
ſelf with theſe worthies , who were honoured to 
convert the world, and to die for the erach ? 
'N. But Biſhops were not in'the two firft Cen- 
taries, as our Miniſters lay. { SINQLZ- 
| ”'C. They are grolfily ignoraie, or diſingenuous, 
who ſay ſo, all Hiſtory being againſt chem: Igne- 
Ps _— _ eius 


binld ſureft upon ie,” who are ever quoting it faſt-þ; 
eſt; the Devil -did that, and (o do all Sets. And; 
chus if you can rightly weigh things, I have faidf 
enough to convince you, that in matters of Go-{c, 
vernment , the Church is at liberty : But if you ſhy; 
will till go co Scripture, I can poſitively ſay, Lt: 


C. You do well topofleſs your ſelf with a pre- þ 


the facred time, underſtood the mind of the A- | 
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jus Epiſtles are plain Language» And in Cypriar'”s 
ime it is undenied , that cheir power was then 
ell regulate and ſettled. But, I believe, few 
ff you- kaow thele Writings. In the Council of 
Nice, ſpeaking of the power of Metropolicans, 
#hich was an additional ching to thac of Biſhops 
over Presbyters: - The Canon layes, : Let the an- 
ient Cuftoms be in force. Now, how this ex» 
reſſing power ſhould have crept into the whole 
hurch,and no mention when it came in, no tems 
zoral Princes , nor univerſal Councils to intro- 
Juce it, and that at a time ofperſecution, when 
he Church was leaſt to be ſuſpeQed of pride, no 
Secular conſideration being to flatter this power; 
ay, on the contrary, they alwayes bore the firſt 
brune of the Perſecution 3 and how none oppoſed 
it, if this was not introduced by Apofiles , or A- 
poſtolical men, paſſeth my divination. 

N. Bue theſe Biſhops were not ſuch as ours 
are. 

C. I confeſs they were better men, than either 
Biſhops , or Presbyters alive are: But he knows 
litcle Church-ſtory, who knows.not , that the 
Presbyters did nothing without them , and that 
particularly, Presbyters could never ordain with» 
out a Biſhop. 

N. Well then, as it was good then, ſo it may 
be ill now, and there is our preſent caſe. 

CE, I.fay till, ic is a rational, juſt, and a moſt 
neceflary thing, that the Senior, and moſt appro» 
ven Charch-men, be peculiarly incharged, as _ 
wit 


(45) 
with the trialof Intrants';- is with the infpetiog $4 
of.rhe Clergy: fmce no! order of men-netds' fc 
much to be regulated ,'-ab'that of Ghurch+ men 
Ani cherefore unleſs they'be/dlbequal'ingifrs, and 
parts, they ought not to be'equal in power and 
authoricy- :W:che-power St nw pt came] 1 
abuſed, ' it is but charts which alt humane'thingi 
are liable 3: nor can Presbytery be freed of that; bur 
tec the comazon maxime iti ich cafes be applie 
to this,' re ' the abuſe; but fetain the uſe; 
»Q13:: U3 efQfI-U.5Z S710. 3069 |. 71m: 
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hen DIALOGUE” IV: 


N Y Ou haveſaid, I confeſs, a;great many 
chings, chat I cannot well anfſiver ; 3 Jer 
m4 my. conſcience {till cells me , that Epiſcopacy, is 
ingFno good Government; and I cannot a&t againſt 
buty ny Conſcience. 
Hed) C, You muſt remember, this is the Plea of all 
SHereticks, who ftill pretend Conſcience. I cag- 
ſeſs there is nothing inthe world, wherein 1 defire. 
to be more tender, than in offering the leaſt vio- 
lence to Conſcience, there not being a wider fiep 
to Atheilm,than co do any thing againſt che convi- 
Ction of Conſcience, But lee it be.not humour, 
and wilfulne(s, that youſcora to change your opi- 
nion,. or love to. your. party :; whom, you ”— 
not diſpleaſe : or vanity, that you ma benoticed; 
or faction; Or fimple and blind Lltoming of - 
your, Leaders, without clear conviftions in your 
own mind; all which, for moſt party are the-crue 
reaſons of. {chiſms,though Conſcience be ever-pre+ 
"y tended, F ly remembers that God will not bold 
them guiltle(s, that take his Name, in vain WabSg 
ſhall. ——_ unpunithed, if you pretend ( 
ence, and be not acted by it. . 
N.; How then muſt ] examine any perſmalin, 
vj eo _ if it be conſcience, or not2 - 
| fyou find i io your heart a ſeri s. defirg to 
vide od in all things, tegether with « defiregf 
obeying, the Laws. of the Kingdom, and of | 


plying 
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lying with the Church, in what you judge law«|*© 
pot bur out of grounds which Can youu 
founded upon the will of God; you are led to af *! 
perſwnafion, this is Conſcience : provided thereſP 
. be joined with it, a modeſt diftruſt of your ſelf, Þ"* 
- with a charitable opinion of thoſe that differ from" 
you, Andluch as are ofthis temper, were cheit| © 
judgements never ſo bemiſted, } reverence, and 
love: Weigh the matter therefore in juſt ſcales, |%* 
and I doubt you ſhall (ee, that at beſt, you areſ#* 
ted by a blind and implicite obedience, for I will|** 
not uncharitably cenſure you as guilty of worſe, © 
N. You are fo proudly blown up , with an opi- C 
nion of your ſelf , that you think all who are nor} 
of your mind , are blind and ignorant at beſt :Þ5" 
whether is not this arrogahce in you ? 
'G. Confider my grounds, ere you give a judge- thi 
ment againſt me. I ſay then, private perſons haveſ** 
_— to'do with matters of Government; your 
buſineſs is, toſubmit in theſe things, and not to thi 
jadge : For, whether think yon, God in the 
great day, will call you to anſwer at his Tribunal, 
ifyou were Epiſcopal, or Presbyterian ?' As alfo, 
fince the great deſign of the Goſpel is, to purify]. 
the heart; theſe things which have no tendency 
to'the purifying, or blotting of the Soul, are not 
matters of Conſcience : And theſe are two eafi 
Rules, whereby private perſons might well exa-J** 
mine their Conſctences. Ls 
©*N., Bar if wethink you are wrong, can we | 
with you ? La all 
"C. Firft, I ay, you can have no rational gronnd} * 
£9 


(49) 
coithink us. wrong, in matters of Religion: And 
- Fſince it is not a-matter of Religion, and Salya- 
tion, you cannot without being Schiſmacical, ſe- 
parate from us. But further, even every errour 
in Religion, ought not to unty the bond ofthe 
unity of the Catholick Church , unleſs the er- 
rour be of greater importance, than the Com- 
munion of Saints is : a confideration which you 
never (cem to weigh, How did the Apoſtle St. 
Pau! become. a Few to the Fews? though he 
tells us to do thele things, out of an opinion of 
neceſlity in them; was to antiquat the crofle of 


* . [Chrift. And let all men judge , whether to 


circumciſe , and purify in the Temple, were tiot 
.Igreater compliances, in matters more juſtly to 
"Ibe (crupled, than wheat we contend: about. Nay; 
the ſree ſpirit of Chriſtianity, made St. Pax! ſee 


well chat theſe externals were of themſelves no- 


thing ; ſo that either doing, or forbearing iti 
them, might be acceptable to God z as he clear- 
ly ſheweth in his, fourteenth Chaprter t6 the Rev 
mans. Yea, he carrieth this liberty further, 
even to an inſtance, which I confel(s, 1 ſhould ne- 
ver have yeelded to, had not he determined in 
it; that is, the eating in the Idols Temples,of 
their ſeaſts , and eating meat offered to ldok. 
Now, if St. Pax! did this freely , both: to Jew 
and Gentile, arenot you bound to more obedit- 
ence , when not ;only charity: ,. but duty to the 
Lays exaQ it 2, This ſheweth how. far you are, ' 
both from the free and charitable ſpirit ofSt.Paul. 
N, It is true , he complied in theſe hinge 

| ne 
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but ic was freely, and not when it was exaQted,as|. 
yon dv of us. Next;he avoided co do theſe things, [;; 

when they occafioned ſcandal,” which is our calc], 
C: You in this-bewray great fimplicityz fork, 
Sc. Paul did not refuſe compliance, becauſe theyþj; 
were commatded by authoriey, which you do ir 
buc becauſe cercin falſe brethren came to fy our] | 
his liberty , to whom: he gave place by ſubjedion c 
xo not for anbout.  Iftherefareaty require yourg,, 
compliance, 'as-if it were nece{lary of ic (elf, youſy; 
have reafon to ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith | 
Chrift bath made yoir free: Bur ir is unſufferablejj 
peevithneſs , .co @y ,' if the Magiſtrate enjoyn aq, 
thing,  declariny that ic is ſtill free in ir (elf, and hix 
only necefſary, becauſe it is coinmanded, upon 
thac (core, corefuſe obedience. And may not of, 
ſenders: as well refuſe to undergo the Dilciplineh, , 
you enjoyn thetp, -and fay, thoagh che ching beg. 
dawfal, yer ir is but indifferent , and thereforgh. 
Cchey- camot obey you , becauſe you command, 
elfings indifferenc, which, as you-reaſon , maketyy 
chem rieceſſary. *'As for the point of ſcandal, doh. 
rot Miſtake it ,- as if the diſpleafing your party}, 
wereu giving of ſcandal , as many-of you weaklyſ ;; 
think ; ro give ſcandal chen is; to fireech your x 
n 
C 
ou 


liberty, when that freedom! of yours, may dras 
others to follow your praftice, though they have 
not the fame dleatnels m their mind, And hence 
| UW appears, that- © avoid ſcandal, is only an #jjnc 
; Hioging your liberty, for the good of your bre 


.the?, If cherefore you be awt ut Hberry, but © 


e 


already reſtraitied in; it dy the lawful commenc 
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[,a5þ, authority , -you oughe not'm that caſe to be 
SSKdifobedient , upon'a pretence of avoiding ſcat» 
al. But I ſhall yet examine the matter of con- 
NKormicy,more cloſly. And, firft, why do not your 
heJminiſters join with our Courts for Church-dif- 
lo Fipline? + 
ont} N. They cannot do it , becauſe they are no 
NF cgal Courts, the Law that eftabliſhed them be- 
oulEng taken away, ſo:that now they are but the Bi- 
Jolthops Deputies. ; 
PUN CG. I have before fiudied to convince you, that 
bleLii chat is divine in Diſcipline, is , that ſcandas- 
'n Yous perſons be noted, and feparated from wor 
andbip ; but how this ſhall be adminiftred, can be 
POMo matter of Religion ; fince,wherein are ſotils 
: ofFFoncerned ; whether a Court, ating in a parity; 
line&r wich one over them, do this; providitig it 
z "Se done? But waving this., whecher judge you 
forGie Presbyters powet for Diſcipline is founded 
Ranknon a Divine Law, or upon the A& of Parlia- 
VMenc? no doubt,'you will fay, the firſt: well 
 CiShen, can the aboliſhing that A& of Parliament 
ke away your power ? if not, you ought to fit 
aklſÞn theſe Courts, and ftill do your duty. R 
you XN. Bar this is to fitin a Biſhops Court, which 
IfaWcrnowledgeth his authority. £:2A5Þ 
hav Cc. | pray you, ſuppoſe the caſe, that the King 
ould abrogate all Laws for the worſhip of God, 
n F2nd declare, that all that affemble co worſhip 
broÞod, ſball be underſtood to worſhip Mahormer, 
D"J0d thereupon oblidgea)l to meec ; though yott 
"meet not upon CO yet I hope yoit 
0 2 — - 
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will Gill meet to worſhip God 3-let them inter: 
pLet that as they:-pleaſe. So, ay, fince a power 
of Juriſdiction, is that to which Presbyters la 
chim, by a divine'right, they ought to meet it 
theſe Courts, let the Law call it what ic will. 

N. Bur the Biſhop is over them, and over 
ruleth them as he pleaſeth. 

C. Bur, ſuppoſe this were true, and that Epiſan 
COPAacy is a tyranny in the Church z Why oughFco 
you not to ſubmir to them, as well as you did tc 
che: late Tyrants:1n the State ? And why, as you 
Miniſters fay., - they will be content to takgrel 
Churches, and preach, but let Diſcipline alone Jco 
which.is a quiting. of ſome of their Rights , thagve 
they may retain the greater? May they not aJto 
well exerciſe Diſcipline, though they cannor dgof 
it with all the liberty they defire? Sure,there iJOr 
aothing buc-peeviſhneſs in this. of 
',.'N;; Do you:think our Miniſters would quitglic 
their Churches, and liberty of Preaching the Gofeq| 
ſpel, which is:dearer to them than all the worlc 
for any thing but Conſcience ? 

-; C; I am not ſo fevere as to doubt, bur i 
moſt of them it is Conſcience; but I muſt add: 
It is ill informed Conſcience. But what can yogcec 
pfetend, for your peoples withdrawing from ouſſthe 
:Charches ? ſince our Religion, in Do@rine, Wop Joy 
Thip and Diſcipline, is che ſame: only a (majjnot 
alcerationin the-point of Government is made.|foll 
, N. 1 am-noe far- ſeparating from you , as mf Whi 
-praftice tells, -but much may be faid for it} yt 
:therefore 1 will judge nene that do it, len 
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C. Truly 1- defire to be as ſparing in paſſing 
udgemencs/onipeople, as any can be : but. fince 
aration muſt be -eirher a neceſſary duty, 'or a 
et ing very great fin, being a forſaking the unity. of che 
Church : ic can be no light matter to tear the 
veryBody of Chrift, when there is ſcarce a colour of 
pretence for it. Now, the Schiſmartical humour 
,piſamong you, appears palpably in this, that you 
ighgJcome fometimes to Church., but ſeldom 5; this 
d tqſeems indeed to be time-ſerving, that you may 
youſboth evite the puniſhment of the! Law, and alfo 
takgretain your incereſt with your party; for, if you 
"ne Jcome once 13 three moneths, you may .come e- 
thavery Lords day; and if you may come, you oughe 
pt zfto come ; atherwiſle you forſake the aflemblings 
of the Saints, .and contemn what - you call che 
re iJOrdinances: Others of you-alſo joyn with fome 
of us, but not with others. Now as to our:pub- 
juitglick tranſgrefſions' (if they tbe: ſuch) we are all 
 Gofequally guilty, why then nrake-you a difference? 
Ochers of you-come to Churches. in the Coun- 
trey, but do not ſo in the City > what doth this 
look like, bue that you have freedom for the 
Jthing, buc will not do it, for fear of being noti- 
ced? which is co prefer the pleaſing of mien, '£o 
gthe pleaſing of God. And finally, ſome of: you 
joyn with us in the ordinary Worſhip, but: will 
not communicat. with us, which bewrayes great 
| folly ; for if you may pray and praiſe with-us, 
which is the ſpiritual communicating: why do 
you not joyn in the Euchariſt, which is but (o- 

lemn praiſe ? 
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A.” How can we acknowledg them our Paſtors 
who are intruders, and are in the. places of ou 
faithful ſhepherds, whom you havetorn from us) 
C. Suppoſing jt were as you pflext ,: yet chat 
will never warrand your ſeparating from them 
fince, although by the Law of _ the eldeſt 
the houſe of Aaron was high Prieſtz and the Ro 
-manes by force driving them from: theic ragh 
expoled this moſt ſacred finftion torfale, oth 
\the high Priefts not oniy. invatded |the right c 
others, but alſo obtained their-gffice by the mol 
horrid Sjmony imagimble;' yer: Grpzphasyas:bigi 
Prieft,propheſied ; Our Saviour alſo anfivered at 
this Bar, and gave confeſſion,  mhew-be authori 
tively adjured him, the Name. of the: [;uing Got 
Se, Pax alfo | acknowledged ::{1mavie. And 
though. che Phariſces were meretthed: teachers, 
mity: both of gredter crimes and: herefies, tha 
{you dare charge onius; Yet our: Saviour faitl 
' bear-them, for tbey| fit in Moles Chair. | This. 
{o convincing, that nothing im reaſon can be 4 
ledged againſt it:: Yes, it wes:the doftrine. of 
your own Teachers.:: Finally, what cruelty is 1 
if a Miniſter be put ſrom his place; be it juſtly c 
unjaftly, char. che people: ſhould: be flarved? It 
: ſhews your Miniſters (can haye nodove to thei 
: Hocks, if they defire it ſhould-be @. - racy; 
2 - I. But your Curats are naughty men and 
» ©. This is an excellent piece .of -Religion: in 
you, to take up, .and uſe reproachful names i 


your Paſtors. For though the name. Cyrat , be 
RS Js 2 deſig 
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ors] deſignation, no Miniſter ought to be aſhamed 
our of; it ſignifying one that hath the care of Souls; 
.us)[ Jeb ye ule It as a term of contempt; and this is 
ad your obedience to St. Panls rule , | henour them 
em that- are over ;you in. the Lord: Which, as be 
ſt af addes, is for chezr works lake, and not tor their 
Roſperions ſake, as you do. As.;for their perions 
«| and Gifts, where is Chriſtian charity, that ſhauld 
vai make you ſlow.toitake up a bad impreſſion ypon 
e of flight grounds ? But if your grounds be good, 
noff where 15 your charity to the-Church? fince you 
ighl do not make it kaomn , that  they/ may þe: ca 
d aff out-- Beſide, it-will open a' Very wide dogr to 
ita] ſeparation, if you _—_ the perional fail» 
xd] ings, much more : weaknefie of a Pregcher,: y0u 
And] aay-ſeparate. | This is to-ty the good. of Chugeh 
ex, Workip to bim:thac 'mannageth it, And fus- 
anſ ther,it ſeems, you thipk to hear Sermon, all you 
1 go to Church for: Bur the chief reaſon of- our 
; if meeting, is (olemaly:to. acknowledge God, od 
aj that we are menibers of bis-Churgh 3 which we 
- off can do, be the Miniſter what: he wills and hear 
it} good Scriptures read, and fing good Plalms. Be- 
| of fades,Jet me tell you; you are not. lo zealons for 
If good Preachings, as you would make the world 
rf believe For,are there not many: of-yaur Preach- 
'| ers, who, while they were in plece,: were of go 
jj eſteer,nar following ; .and are undoubtedly men 
_ | ofmeak Gifts, yet: flow are crouded \to by you? 
in} and-the Church Sermons are deſerted, and their 
off Conventicles frequented. Allthereafon for this 
ve is, becauſe they rail agaiaftthe Church and _ 
1 
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which is the obly'way to makes man popular a«[ be 
mongſt you.- © > 
N. You have pretended to \ anſirep 2 great 
many things, but one thing remains, wherein our bu 
cliief ſtrength lieth, - and that'you ſhall never bel Ki 
able to unbind;;' which is, the Covenant : where- Jed 
jn the whole Nation, and the! generations :t9 
come in their Toins are engaged;-and,cars ſuch fa-| te 
cred and —_—_— vowes be- —— by ares 
ſhameſal perjury of 
"EC, This you bo bring: que” 83your Goliahs to 
ev-defy the Armies of the living God. Bur cus] 4 
Sampſon's ſtrength lay in his hair;/ without which ca 
he was as other men. ſo:upon afull. ſurvey ,; ic] G 
vppears That che Covenants ftrengeh conſifted. inf co 
the Armies that fought for ie, hd noe in;anyao bi 
ward or innate vigour. And, firſt, what # ridi-| wi 
'eulous fancy is it, to fay, Ctiildren can be bound rir 
by cheir fathers Oath ? "is ' not this to make usf] kn 
the ſervants of men, and to give them authorityſ fre 
-Over -our conſciences 5 whieh.is :Gods peculiary . 
power? Alas, what kind of: fouls have:  youz- that dr 
can be led inco ſuch conceits! : +» ch 
N. Doth-not: che fathers debt oblidge- thel na 
ſon ? why nocalſs his oath? -. -, 
- .-6. A-mans debt affeds his'eftace, which if ehe to 
fon get, he is bound: to pay the debe. Bur iftheſſ bi 
"fon get no-eflate by-his father, then 7 hope youſ cy: 
will not fay heis bound: eo pay his fathers debt. vo 
And this ſhews-that the:fathers [promiſes binde wa 
nothing upenthe ſons conſcience. 
If. - But are notwe bound to duty to _ King, dr 
ecauſe 
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 a«| becauſe of the. Allegeance our fathers ſwore, even 
+ [chough-we never wear it our ſelves? | 
exe] --C; Not at all; becaufe _ (ware Allegeance, 
our] but: becauſe the: right of che Crown 1s in the 

F 4 perſon, and therefore we are born his Sub= 


'to N. But how was: Adam oblidged: far his Po- 
 fa«| tericy, if Parents cannoc binde their children 2: , 
but]  C. This is ftrange dealing, to:apply a myſterie 
2/ | of our faith, which: we cannor well comprehend, 
abs to your triffling matters. But. take notice, that 
«s| Adam did not binde his children, by his under- 
ich eaking for thew,. bac: by a ſecret (tranſaQtion. of 

;it} Gods;'-who covenanted with hin; as with the 

ia] common head of mankind. :And .if Parents.can 
49-| bind duties upon their children, ahey may-as 
di-| well bind fins upon.them.. And this is new Dedt- 
ind rine unheard-of in-the Church,:which never. acy 
> us] knowledged any Original ry _ = deriyed 
ity from Adam.  '- 13234 
lizrſ |» AL - How then:do: Parents vow fas their. -ehils 
hat dreri in Baptiſm ?-and- are :ndt-they bound - by 
.. | che /Baptiſmal vow, taken by the facher, i in thei 
the :name ? 

G. The Parent binds for. the childe , _ wy- 
chef] tor in legal mateers for his Pupil: that is, "= 
the bind for their intereft. The chiſde is 
roufj eyed by his Baptiſm, not as it was bis fathets 
br] vow, bue becauſe by the command of God, he 
def was Baptized into the likenefle of Chrift. 

N;: How then is. Saul charged, and his chil- 
ng,j dref puniſhed for killing the Gibeonites ? F1 F4 


uſe 
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-C, Je - was: not becauſe he hed falſified the 


oath, the Princes ſwore : whioh is no where laid, 
Bur cheſe Gibeonites;by that oath, got a right.to 
their lives; and ſowere excepted; when God-xa- 
tified ic, from the genera] command of-cutting 
off the Canaanites : therefore, to kill them, was 
craelty, and not:perfidy. And San! is not taxed 
of perjury, bac of blood. 'For although the (e+ 
cond of Sane make mention of the oath ſworn 
tbichem, thac is,only to reminde the Reader of 
the Hiſtory {er downin Foſbuzh: bue doth not at 
all-ay, the oath was ftill binding, as appears:from 
the words. Thus'f have taken - more pains than 
was needfuh, coſſhew'the' ridiculoas fondnefle of 
this* ablurd notion: and have: met with all can 
be Gid for te. PRES 1122+ 11303 51 | Fr 
2M. Well; for all: chis,'ye cannot; deny but che 
Covenant theſe who cook it, ' - ©: 51: 
b2 C4 wilf, eve] cometto' that; Jet you Gee:bow 
little noiſe you made in the breaking it io (ome 
$.' When ehen- che Tyranchad-- murdered 
etic King; cnfleved' this Naviori ji: ed the 
QOvvenane, diſtharged Genergi:Afﬀemblies;//[abi- 
bited praying any more for the King, who then 
pens; et. ar _—_— as 
Fr now do; ofiApoltacy, Tyranny, and Perjury? 
rings foblpabotoinenher, buc-it 'was(o ſel- 
dotti;o feintly, snd-fo diſguilſediy, thet ic was: far 
from the 'thundering that was in (ome: of .your 
Pulpics before you: were filenced,, and as at this 
duy4s in your Conyencicles.”Thetrue reafori was, 
ye knew the Tyranc would madeno — 
34. 63 ing 
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king heads fly , or ſending you in: Shipfals to 
Barbadoes : but you preſume upon the King's 
clemency. And you know what a Tri SR 
when 1ypon a threatning of taking their:Stipends 
{rom them, they paſſed from what, in a printed 
Paper,they had owned as their dacy, both from 
Scripeure and their Covenant, . - - 

 N. leis uncharitably done of you, - nome in 
£0 theſe things : bue if we were faulty in ſome 
particulars, that is 5ll correfted , - by Vecaining 
{o.groks, as £o renounce all. 

C. 1 medle with none of your privete. eſcapes, 
bur ſach as. were-publick :: and do it not, as J 
taveioſten aid, to refle& upon you 5; bue toler 
you (ee, you are but as other men, and-nat ſuch 
wonders, as you would have the world believe 
I all nexe tell you,what monſtrous faults you 
A exadting the Oath, not returning 

pon what was hinted, Dial. 3» That ie was n 
Bond of Rebellion, againſt the Lords Anoaneed, 
As for your National: Covenant, what a cruel im- 
poſing upon Conſciences was it ,' to make s Nas 
cian {wear an Oath, which chey conld noti under 
Rand ? For you made them therein rengunee all 
the Articles of Popery ; amongſt the reſt , ops 
operdium, a Latinerword , and abftraſe conceit; 
with many other niceties , which you could not 
but know , your women and ſimple people did 
not underfiand. And was it not 2 contradifti- 
on, 40 make them ſwear againft Worſtip in- at 
unknown Tongue ; and yet in that very Oath ſo 
to ule it ? For (wearing is an a of Worſhip. 


Yea, 
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Yea, you made them preface all this witha great 


lye, char it was after full and mature confiderati-|- 


on of all'particulars; when you knew they were 
not capable of ' conſidering them. And what 
firange Tyranny over Gonſciences was it , to 
make people fwear in theſe matters, ſome where- 
of might be diſputable ; fothat a man could not 
be of your communion, exccpt he were in your 
opinion in'sll things? A rigour never before 
' praftiſed: buc . in Trent. - Then, what a tre- 
pane was it, to make the Nation (wear the Cove- 
nant, and:by an after-game to declare that Epil- 
copacy wagabjured in it 2 Next, what 'violence 
uſed: you to:oblidge all to'bow to this Idol ? 
Church-men were not only depoſed, who refaſed 
2-3 but bock-Church-men and Lay-men were ex- 
communicated, if they did not ſubmit to your 
tyranny; Whatman of common ſenſe can think 
chis was theiCauſe of Gad,which had ſuch mon- 
ftruous-errours in-its firft conception ?: - - : -: 
-:1N. Allyou: can:ſay = my head ;- may well 
prove: ' there were ſome faults in impoſing: it ; 
bac ie:ll: doth:bind, ſince he pal] dwelb in Gods 
boly bill;ewhbo'ſwears to bis own burt, and chang- 
noth51 5? > £ F134 531314 5 
C.: confeſs, Oaths, 'when' the matter is law- 
fall ;- do.oblidge : buc if the nature 'of things 
change;-10 the matter grow unlawſul, - you then 
cannot-fap. the Oath binds. . In a word,a-man, or z 
Society cin oaly bind chemſelves, in things that 
ae left to-their power, and are in eyes 
CIS IV FS 33. *: berty: 
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berty : but ifthe matter be notin their power, 


-then their Oath cannat bind them. -. 


N. That is not our caſe , ſince yon acknows. 
ledge the thing to be of ic (elf indifferent. _- 

C. I confeſs, ifyou take the thing abftraitly in 
it (elf » it is indifferent : but as the caſe now 
ftands, it is not fo : for, by the command of God, 
we are oblidged to obey the Magiſtrate in all 
things lawful : ſo that all Juft Laws oblidge our 
Conlciences : And this is a tye before all Oaths. 
And as by no a& of ours , we can-be bound to 
break the commands of God fo, no more can 
we oblidge our ſelves to do any thing in preju- 
dice of anothers right 3 ſuch as is the Soveraign's 
Authority. Therefore, no Covenant can bind 
us to deny obedience to the King's Laws , be- 
cauſe they are ina meaſure, the Laws of Gods 
and it is his right to command us, from which, 
no Aﬀ of ours can exclude him. Therefore, 
fince the King and Parliament have annulled the 
Covenant, and required us to ſubmit to _ 
CcoPacy, it can no more bind us; : -: 

N. This is good Dodtrine , ts teach that we 
—_— obey man, rather than 'God. ib 

- This is groſs ignorance in.you, it is, chat 


we Trould obey God rather than our: felves : for 


the juſt Laws, are the mediate [ commands; of 
God ; whereas our Oaths were. a voluatery deed 
of our own, to which we were not bound by any 
command of God. Now,if you comprehend not 
this clear demonſtration, it is becauſe you ares 
firangec co common ſenſe. | 

"mh Wherein 


| 


Government. And of theſe chart are outed, it 
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N. Where could Epiſcopzcy have beenmore i 
for che good of Scotland? or what could the 
reaſon be, for preferring it to Presbytery, 
ac leaſt for judging it fitter for us? 
:{G. This is hke all mutinous Subjefts, co be 
judging and cenſuring the a&ions of their Pri- 
ces, untefle they be on all their (ſecrets, and know 
hor all cheir Jealons, and defigns are, God 
hach given che authority to command, 
and hath left us the glory of obedience ; which [1nd 
we ought eo do without further inquiry : pro- 
vided what they enjoyn be againft no command 
of God. But we need not feek to rifle the Ca- 
biners of the King, and his Counceliors, there 
—_— _ apparent cogent reaſons, ro have en- 
che ichange. You know what work your 
Lind ocahoned, beth to his Royal Grand» [Prin 
father, and Father, and co Himſelf. You had in- $*84! 
volved the Nations io blood z and not fatisfied Jul 
with this, after. you got all the ſecuricy you Jt 
could demand, you engaged wich bis enemies Þ' 
in Er, _ again} him 5 you” oppoſed the de- 
veriag bis Father, Ammo 1648: Ina 


a_ hat jen loufies had you juſtly raiſed in the 
NN of your Government ? and 


ele Dakdeg C 1649. ) againſt the Nobilicy, had 
Atty invieares them againft you. Next, you had 
divided  fhimefully amongſt your ſelves , one 
great party amongſt you, being fuch, chat your 
Gives found ic neceflary to tury chem our 5 their 
nunims being inconfiſtetit with all Order and 


's 
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re lis clear, that more than three parts of ſour, are 
\e fof that party. Why then are ye fo blind as to 
y, [ask a reaſon for the -change was made, 2s if at 
noon one ſhould ask where were che Sun? 
«| N. Sure you areatv enemy to Godlinefle, who 
+ ſhave an heart fo co rail at us. 
wi C. 1 am ſuch a lover of trae piety, that for 
d fall this droffe that is amongſt you, ſuch of you, 
z, [is live well, and walk conſcientiouſly , | till love 
ind value; and the Searcher of keares knoweth, 
that 7 daily pray he may finde a way to re-unite 
us all againz and to bring ſuck of your Leaders, 
2s are fenfible of their errours, 'in theſe great 
-e eſcapes, to « capacity of ſerving him in the 
1: IChurch. Bur it is firange you ſhould take ſuch 
2 liberty, both in Diſcourſes, Conventicles, and 
printed Writings, or rather Libells, to inveigh 
zgainſt us; and then, if we but fay a little 
juſtifying the King, the Lawes, and our Conſci- 
ences, and for andeceiving the people of theſe 
nifts you would caft over their eyes, then yon 
cry our; that we are uncharitable, bitter and 
malicious. Sure you who are (6 much for de- 
ſenfive arms, may, at leaft, allow as to defend 
the eruth, the law, and our ſelves, with our 
Tongues and Pens. | 
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DIALOGUE V- - |? 
N. JF Confefſe you have much ſhaken me inthe] 
matter of the Biſhops, though 1 never find Jud, 
in-my-heart to love them.. - But one thing flilllthe 
icks, they are great- friends to the Commonygnd 
Prayer-Book, which 1 cannot think upon in paſſpir 
tieuce ;z and cherefore I cannot joyn with them. ſljes 
::C. Truly ifthat be your chief quarrel againiyar; 
them, it is-as well grounded as the reft.. . / T7 
-- -N. How! do not you: think ic a great mathbe 1 
&exr,o take from us the pure and ſpiritual WorJas o 
ſhip of God, and in ſtead thereof, ſet up a deadfet: 
and formal Liturgy? +. Sinc 
- ,- C. I perceive [you are fill abuſed aſter ongof (j 

manner , your Leaders put . big words in. youtfs, 
mouthes to make you tick ſtifily by them 5 youſand 
Government,they taught you co account the infneſl 
tereſt and Kingdom of Chrift;, they alſo wouldan h 
make you believe your Worſhip to be the onlfwhe 
ſpiritual one, and all others but carnal. Now, If ne 
will let you (ee the great fallacy of this prayingjyou 
by che Spirit, as you underſtand it. To prifto b 
by the Spirit, is, when our of a deep ſenſe of oufftane 
miſery and need, and firm confidence in God, wy} A 
draw near to him, to offer up our prayers, andJ}or 
=z to him,through Jeſus Chrift. Our heartYcary 
ing moulded in this frame, we pray. by thifof at 
Spirit z uſe we words, or not, the ſame, or diffver 1 
fereat expreflions. Nay, it will appear, vwiſthe * 
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{are carnal, when we need-to have our devotiori 
| Jrickled, and provoked with new words, 

N. Now; I clearly fee the rottennefſe of your 

beacc, and your ſuperſtitious cold formaliey. 
hel C. This is great arrogance for you thus to 
ndjudge of things ye underſtand not. Conhider 
lilfchen, the Will is the ſupream power of the Soul, 
end che fancy is a lower faculty; che true and 
Paſſpiritual devotion therefore, muſt be that which 
- flies in the Will, and not in the Fancy : now, the 
nirarying of one thing into ſeveral ſhapes, is only 
a gratifying of Fancy: and all the devotion car 
at4be raiſed by ſuch Chimes, is only ſenfible,where- 
orJzs one of a'deep and fiedfaft ſpirit, is equally af- 
Sſeted with a thing,though ftill in the fame drefs. 
Since then, for inſtance, our peticion for pardow 
ondof (in, is fully comprized in this, have mercy us 
dufÞor me, O God, doth it not ſhew, that the thing, 
ound not the words, affeRt him; who with the new- 
1Jnefſe of affeftion, can wake that prayer , though 
uigan hundred times repeated,at every return, new? 
mifwhereas he muſt have a lower minde, who needs 
#, a new phraſe co renew his f(rvour. And thus 
angyou ſee, it'exprefſeth a more ſpiritual teftnper, 
r3fito be able to worſhip God in ſimple and con- 

ouyftant forms. => 
, vY MN. I never thought co have heard the Littrgys 
an//orſhip called Siritual, and the conceived ohe, 
artYcarnal. You that are Scholtlers make any thing 
taof any 'thibg with your Logick, but yon will ne- 
diver make me think but our Miniſters prayed by 
arg: |: = 6. It 
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C. it nceds but a very little knowledge of our hd 
ſelves, and none of Lagick, to make you compre- fyp 
head <his : for, do you think, the heating ot ehe ſy, 
fancy cannot make wicked men pray withour the |,q;, 
Spirit, as £0 appearance very ipiritually ? Finsl-f gy, 
ly, words, and all che heat begot by words, ge-[the 
ſure, voice,or phraſes, or the like,are but « falle [ini 
fixe jn the natural powers of the Saul, which may [rjc. 
well hci che brain, draw forth tears, ſeem toſq, 
wing Sha heart 3 and. all this, is but a fenkble[gg 
fervourgwhich (as che temper raiſed by muſick) [oye 
amounts to nothing, but to a preſent tickling ; [whe 
whereas the true devotion of the heart, is, av in- [ya 
ward, till, humbling : and melting thing, and-ſo[;he 
equable, that ic is above thele riohing fits of che [ygy, 
fancy. - And itis certain, to pray. by the Spirit, [121 
muſt þe. the iimmediat work of the Spirit offyhe, 
Granes .Sinoe then we (ee, that the praying inje.s 
words.deprnds molt upon Memory, Faacy, ” 
quence; Cengdence , «nd Cufiome z'br that a-Jtye, 
4n #heſe, is like £0 excel in its Wheress 
one, defe@ive'in all theſe, ſo that he:comnor pray 
in « rariacty of words, yet may wnderftand inte-|;;o 
rice; prayer ani (pirienal converſe with God, 
betzer thay any other, _ | : | 
N, . This is new do@rine to me. Andi can-k 
vot-wuderacd nor believe it. | + >: | 
_-(@ Gangder then," that' che fablimeſt wey off 
| 0 key the Gmploft a&s: fob as theſe; 
wy Gad, and 1 am thine. ' -n- fuchhbe] 
| ngs,2 devour made will penſdt leag; with þb 
| great ſweetnefſe: and in this,God hath firangely | 
: 23 o@ "3 Pt} :; 
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IC [hdpt Religion; ſs thac the higheſt firain of ie; is; 
what the gmpleſt miride. can moſt eaſily reach; 
Kay .; perhaps:-multiplicicy doth lead our the 
minde from 'pijre and- ſtill:devotion. - And thus 
excemporary:þrayer, canoe be called prafing by 
- [the Spirit, excepe by ſpirit you' underſtand che 
al ot natizxat (picits: for; if it be bythe Spi= 
WY [ric, ic:mult be infallible ; fince all that is diftat> 
ed by.che Spirit-of-Ged is:{(o: yet your people 
le[do nat: afere:itheir prayers as ſuch. Further, let 
) [one with a\ſhore-hand, follow'that mans prayer; 
$ 3 [who( your tay. .prayes by rhe Spiric ; then; gizy tiot 
3-| hat prapet beread and” uſed over again? or, is 
lo|the Spititrin'the proper ſo volatile, that it evas 
heſjorars ini the ſaying, andthe prayer becetiles'car- 
IC [nal when it is repeated ? Finally, if priying by 
ihe Spiricbtya priping innav words; then only 
he that conceives the prayery proyes by 'the Sp 
O- frit :; fine thiry: who hear and joyri wich tiidl,-urE 
tyed to his words.:* '!- 
851): 10. Fhemerds: necediBared byrhe gpicie ts 
4) jam this: condceives them, qi yew 02.2 
2G, 'hengebepedpliic Is nor neceflary,” the 
s be mew: finte tp/cfiemit is wn; Wir 
| -oncediftated by: the Spiric,” Bue why-Ud-yor 
ic bolton aldgcaners by the' Cimrth,] 
5 br of he; Spirits as- well axvime of 
;AaH,fince ahie- people can Jopn and 
ay by che Spirit , though the words: bs not of 
why may: ave the Minter prey i 
: cul words framed by others? 
Ita - cr how: watciend: ill growided:/fe 
[3:07 F 5 fiotion - 


(69) 
notion:s that of praying by the' Spirie, in-<hejpo 
ſenſe you underftand'it,'is. And'ir: clearly ap-ſat 
pears, that the drefſe of the prayer is words,and gri 
the life begor by them, is'buce ſenfihle and low. 
N. Bue doth not the. =  belp'onr infirmi= 
tzes, and teach us to pray ? 
. C. I-you conſider the words aright,they ſpeakjio 
out'a-thing very. far different from 'what you|He 
would draw from them. The Spirit reacheth us 
to pray; for what we-ought, that' 'is the matter 
of. our prayers 3 -and as we. ought, "that is the| dif 
manner, to wit, the temper of our hearts. For,|wh 
that words are not meant, appears. from whac| (ct 
follows,.and maketh interceſſion for:us withgroan-| + 
nings-that cannot be uttered : -OC: TO, which|fur 
cannat be worded. :: \ f 
| oaN.:Bat though: the. reneving -oftnords were[wh 
a « Jower-way of devotion; yet; we'in: this inbo-[But 
died ſtare; need-to liave our (ouls; Ws up byſſone 
the commotion of our fancies. he+ 
( 1G: Then:ariealt, tis y6u, that ma; 
| ſuch a way ofpraying,is.not:fo fblime,and-there not 
face oughe. not co be called praying bylieSpiric.| tag 
And you muſt aclnowlinige, ſuch 26 can worſhip] gev 


God,devoutly-in:a:fef Form, to beiof. a: higherJcon 
fine:-atbeing above theſe igratifications of n»Jha 
tired fiocy... I witlett convinceyou of theſſto { 


evitetezem | la Tuch- then; 1 mul 
Jong exo ale my nreagicn £0. codgder' what 

wWho-prayes, intends; chat [ma 
4 can: joph wich himacnot:: RL in feangel 
draweth out —— deyotion': for; ewe 


"a noi" powe 25; 


(69) 
| powers of the Soul cannot be. vigourouſly a&ed 
at one Time. The attention therefore muſt pur 
great: ſteps to-the progrefle of the. devotion: 
. end the mind being ſo prone to wander in Wore 
= | (hips this opens a wide door:to it, But he who 
\ knowerh already whar the prayer is, runs along 
io his devotion, | without anxiety, of wavering. 
Hence I have heard devout . men ſay.,; they. were 
ever much troubled, while: they joyned. in ex- 
temporary Worſhip, to keep:their minde fromj 
dition; which they faund wholly renjediedy 
when they were: where God Was mr. + ae 


im 2X, What fort; of devout mernrould: theſe be? 

ich = they knew:nar what devotion, meant; 1. 71 

- This is: Jike all: weak: :people | to tenſure 

ere nd is above themand they! dg not uindexfards 

>6-[But judge whether it be. fie; -L blindly join mieb 

byjone in- the: worſbip:of Gad, whetri know noghow 

'he-is:to mannage kit: {and you commer DI 
hat] may pray thihngs/pou: dare: not in.; : Skajl 
T6 | n0F: —_ mats bn | m1 under» 

he:will: difchatge; it? only: 10::my 

hip ——— Gall Iwill 'blindyzruſt lo: ous 


4 himn(elf. is not! 
thejſto ſay, you join not in theſe things to which you 
j anor ay; Avens: for, aDJeaft co others = 


F 3 


£70) 
for Tpreading of errour, or fedicion :; for- Mimiy 
ſters prayed over-their' Sermons j ſo--that what 
xn the diſcouſe ſeemed the words'of maqin:thg 
prayer was called che diate of the Spivic::': Ar 
this was an excetlient” device; ro makeul:;g0 
, had it been of the worſt ſtuff, 544 
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C.7r ) 
fartled, to have ſeen yon withour all form, or 
rule for Worſhip : for, even your Leaders quick» 
ly weeried of it, and regarded it not. _ And one 
adj thing clearly followed:, - chat ghe Preaching was 
pof che great mateer of the Worthip: all the Praye 
14] ers and Pſalms rejeting'to it. But the conftanc 
nr | afts, wherein che Church ſhould adore Gadywere 
(el ehought too homely. To conclude ,- che leaſt 
evil of extemporary forms, is, that a Minifier is 
rezdy 2opaur out his ſou] co God, in-(ugtr devo- 
trons as ere then moſt in his own (piric : 
he be monrning for fin, uader affliftion, rejoicing 
in Ged, ave like 3 he is apt to pray is thete 
firains, But theſe bei be private exerciſes, 
ne fie for publick Worſhip , which, 'as it 
ro be grave and folema'; fo, i i8 ſhould be 
penctebilng 'comprehtenlive..' 

N. I fee youare for ſet-forms: butt what ren 
foo have you for chem ? > Sure che Apollies uſed 
them not + 

C. You are not r% fare 2s you imagine, " | 
<ani6Cdonbe but they fed our Saviours: Prayer, 
he renghe them ; fob whereas, arfivft, in his Ser- 
mort on the Mount he had glven'iv I 2s & 
»| of Ptzyer, * they afterwards; avivcledr 
a ries oF ehie 5 came and afhed's was of 
01] hine, as Se. F A 2bvin his Diſciples : aud 

which 


thee Jorh noe lay; my oe 
0 rater ee 9'Þ ew PIE 
's pratiice /5g 
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which our Saviour never reproves , as g formal} yo 
thing : but, on the contrary, he takes his Pray-| wi 

er, word for word, aut ofit, as may be (cen, iff thi 
you will read cheir Liturgy. And this ſhews how | ch 
fooliſh. chat exception againſt the Licurgy aff pr; 
England is, that ſome of its prayers are tranſlat-| by 
ed out of the Roman; Millall or Breviary, But| m 
though the Apoſtles and perſons. immediatly in-| PG 
- ſpired;,, might pour out gxtemporary. prayers,  [c 
thence it will not fallow, that every. one. may co 
afſyme-tbeſame liberty... Beſide, you (ee by thef| wi 
Worſhip of the Coriutbiang, they uſed Hymnes| co 
of their compoſing, as well as Prayers ; Now [| bi: 
could never comprehend why you will allow thef| ar 
Spirit to be —— in praiſing , -8s to-words, | we 
and not in praying, fince both are duties equally ou 
ſpiritual ; nay, perhaps prailing, i is the. moſt ſub-j an 
lime of the two. by 

N.- Becauſe the Plalms are a .colle&ion off| no 
praiſes diftaced by che Spiric of God-for Wor-ſ| as 


-C. 5 is-all you can ſay upon the matter, be 
2ST were © 29 5 em crouded in leſs} wi 
ores, And firft, jc is we may wos{hip 
ia the: Spirit, jand-yet be re ined as to words; Ar 
finee you acknpwledge God pordona) 1t.in prail-J £ 
$ng. : Next), the Plajms arg full of afts ghyc are 
no as well as Guang 3 why may .we 

Mag uſe, es,; 26-well.as thefſ ..-. 
for; yen the i ny gre 
thele pr gee, not: for influnce{ ,-+ 
he 51, Ririn, Plaim; in plain, words, with 8 plaip 
voice, : 


| » 


(73) 


voice , 2s prayer, as well as in hobling-ryme, 
with a Tune ? Sure you will find no difference in 
this, fince you cannot ſay we are bound to.uſe 
che Plalms in Meeter, or with Tunes : for nothing 
proves we ought to ule then with vocal Tunes, 
but will conclude as ſtrongly for all Davids Infiru- 
ments. Befides , who told you that all David's 

Plalms were to be conſtantly uſed Mm Worſhip? 
Ic is clear , moſt of them was not intended for 
conftant uſe ; they relating to particulars of Da- 
vid's Hiftory and Vi&ories , which belongs not 
tous. And ictishard co ſay , we ought co. fing 


bis imprecatory Plalms : As alſo , many things 
| are in the Palms which we cahnot fing , becaule 


wedo not underftand them ; And i is cleary 'we 
ought co praiſe God with our under 


-| and not above twenty of the Pſalms were 


by the Jews in Worſhip. Toconclude, =: 
not the Chriftian Church compoſe new Hynivs, 
as they of Corinth did? for which they axe 5 
ven by St. Paul. And this is the morenec 
becauſe from Dapid's Plalms,we are not - 
with ſuch full and clear Hymns, upoa the gr 

Myfteries'of the Chriſtian Beliefas were 


f much for 2 liberty in Prayer, and yet" ' 
none in waking of Hymns ? Why then do qoT..ye 
uſe che Glory tothe-Fatber }... ” 
N;. Becauſe it is not in- .che Seripeure, un], js 
hux device men... 
C.; Who;would not be-fack with ſuch pi 


er Lk tone 
ers, 


ket 
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ers, 'and not praiſes Þ Befide, are not your 
Meeter Palms 2 device of men? And they re- 
cede/from the Text, as I can trace it in an hun- 
dred' phces:, as much as the Dozoltogy doth 
from cipture words, And you underſtand Mu- 
fick ficcle, if you do not know that the Plaims j = 

Profe may be fung as well, and as Mufically , 
they catrbe in Ryme. Befides, fince the Myc 
ofthe S. S. Trimey', 1s not (fo clearly in the 
Of Teſtament, nor in any Plalm ; why may nor 
ee Churetr uſe #n acknowledgement of it, in the 
Sik of their finging , 25 well ns inthe end'of 
, is ordivrly fig, To the Father, Son, and 
hoſt, be glory for” ever ani ever 3 Such 
aidifh weakneſs makes me ſometimes doube 
p retional faculties berorryoubled : 
aac difference tan yort pretend betwizr 
ind faynig 2+ Buc-1 wilt recurn to Prayer, 
next, How Hoſes the Propfiet preſeribes 
|, "when hen be teh; take with you wvr ds, and 
*'"Our*Sdvicur' alfo prayed dhrice , and 
the chird time was more fervently; yer it 
the fiitie word: which- !'char-fer- 
dFdDOM'« varyiag' of the __ 

7738 Cltar? this In the Chwech rhey 
very exely4\ fiance in the Council pry en 
£645 wis'deeried] thee the fate Liturgy m_ 
ron be, uſed > — ahi evening. 
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ne | on thabe cibiSe; Pats, cn __ 
re | ye Were extemporary Heats: ulet Church: 
n- | and /ald: dikes have thiic Li- 
th j ricgics; 60: we: had iohrs AGEUT irft Reforma” 
us | $30. «4s 352i Lo 2 H029 15 By #5, pt 
in| N. But weare a purer Chuceh chan. any of 
as | chem :; and) therefore werwre al .toleargq of 
e- | ebemw: ics ff - 36 HON of 4 HIBEDE BON THe 
he | - : C Jknow you were:made believe thatiall the 


upoh you, like ghatoffrour 
for; J:oan affare you ,:\theit 
rus; : Que thing is: firangely 


* FF A.3& 


bs 
as 


by- xafom: {157+ | ; 
- (N. What then coodade' yourfrem: alb>thiss; 
jvitebarithe/Engliſh Eiourgy bo broajghbind cf 
i'-Q, It 335 thae yogi evaſies barter) liper! you 
ought nn. Guit 486 ſcthesbeptifl Ti: 
! Ido gov fay any thing is wfelavdly. yer- 
fey bue'Gad ; yer tit ÞenSerees)? Lirungy 
compiled , which I never hitherto div 
13600 {thimlke is an exdettent ule foo $ 
guinit ian lwverentind you fo jheo ob 56» 
andy ty ts pre 
on prudence, 
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(28) | 
prudence, that they do,noe obtrade on. youjin 
while e but-babes this ſtronger food, bue 
are oily 0 let you be doing with your milk. - 

N: This: is eafte-way for i men. to: 2cad..cheir 
Prayers of their one | God ketp us _ 


from It. 

- Go Feuty, ifby calnel, you men what plow 
fanc toa man, it is far from it ; for certainly.the 
nitutab man would be. much-better pleaſed ,to 
rn pammampcons dades 

ve- Pi img u s UPS: 
hn Yrs pic _ che _ i 
of the Charch-is a: more fim » anda more 
bumble. wey.Þ{ Worſlyp.. 

-f:N.: }degis to think you can/have noipiety;who 
arty inlave with'chat dead and dull Worſhip. | -. 
'-26, Wanldito God you and I had moreof it þ vi 
than we haves bur 38./is; pethaps: your »ſhupt- 
een deed det ad Crim 36 And 
| I know y ug who proteſt, theycuever || - 
| in itheidiveswarkippe&God wich -maye pure 
_ and finiploglevotionz:; chant when they joined in 
the Eagliſh2Lacurgy-worſbin : cherefore is {uch 
matteri.ſpeak; more > rot aye 03 20690 
. -I'N.: Bus jwhat -yain; Tepetitions.are-fini the Li 
enrgy 21 ham ofen redonble they, Ler®have nter- 


#8 Bib 0312:i11:4 29150 7 Hin «ot Hit: 
T-C-lharace albertiechthatit ivingll things 
| __ [ 
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petitions, | fear be —vrmgtne nix many of 
your prayers may be cenlired for them. 
NN. But what 2 confufien is it,that all fay ſome | 


ng | of che prayers together, and'uſe Amen ? 


C. It ſeems you have read the Scripture well, 
elle you would have found, A&s 4. bow a' whole 
company there, lifted up their voice to God with 
one accord, and ſaid, &c: hed St. Pau] plainly in- 
timates:chat there'was a cuſtome of ſaying Hmen, 


:| at the giving of thanks. ' Why then do'yon .not 


in cliis:foltow:the eſs 'Scripture-rule }- And 
what imaginable ground is there thac' —_ 
ſhall all-with cheic roicejoin in Ore 3 and 
not alſo in the Prayers? ' - 

' N. Well, I fee you are zealons foralge Ser- 


it þ vice-book, but ſhould you {peak cill co:morrow, 
M- yaw ſhould never perſwademe to join ws it: : but 


5a — — 5 


are'Jou as = = the Ceremonies ?: ' 
- C. I verily believe, | your erndice ugaialtle, 
_ ill grounded,.yevisſo deep, that no'rea- 
ſon-wilk overthrow it : but perhaps; if you aw 
that worſhip. gravely managed, you, ſhbaſd be 
more reconciled'to it.- ' Agfor the Ceremogies; 
I will medle: wich none, bur ſuch as wete'coin- 
manded here, well known-by the name of rbeffve 
Articles of Perth. And for theſe, if you canthear 
and underfiand reaſon, 7 doubt not to icoavince 
you, they .were both lawful, - and moſt:of them 
both uſeful and neceflary. I begin with *Codlhr- 
matiofi. | t BO 9: 
; * N. Well; - | 


An) 
wee ab Copil Seater icaſ h 
yau;waul biieg inte e:-Ghutrch? i 

C. 1 canſel; if iched beeiiatroduced:as a Sa- be 
cramany you bad; rtxion to except: agginlt it : 
but you know no ladiithing was aſcribed; to it 3 Pal 
_=_ mas only delxgned for. a olemn: renovation [ous 

chic Baptufinal Yow.,' Now ; fintt Children ave fon 
baptted) and. lo in Bay iſm do not ingage for f4ec 
—_— en ang 4ching be © more}. rational, 2c 
 they-come tothe feamgof difcre/FI0! 
> pony > rap pr—rkey And.his Rice was pic! 
very. ageuent-im the Chuteb, a1d wich greatifhow 
of eealqn,'the lawngionioff bands mentipned with | 
Repriſoan;! Af? 6.; "9 cemas br of ahd yoit 
know moſt Reformers wefe for it; (1 oi 5 11 

-- I. :3Bur-why mit 36 be:done od! Y bye Bilbvp, 
as if ie-mens bey dest/Baprifa 3. 11) 41 11 

:1C.: That ave oalyit>boatilite therckdrorients | 
ration for AY 4c:the nave :lotemns pre 
qoiifkibenaſece:.if harh been. generally appropiar- 
hon nmr b ſhall noe .cortend abotit 


aſe; or rather: filetury faich) 
reg gmt nm ne arg *5 abs» 4 
1 7 00s CNY ths 7 
except which Fac 
a redh)ecr lid wor {ikewile.. mowing Atcicle F" 
wexrivate Bapeitinn, |. 
' - Nec This ma$ancaber piece ofPopery,tomake 
the Seteatirents neccflary. to Salvacion. | 5: {4 'F 
(Qoic dsi rather gol. Superfiicion, ': to confine 
the Sacramental a&ions to the walls of a Gturcty Fear 
foritf5s the afſembly of che faithful that makes 2 fhe 
Church, 


(79): 
ch(Church. Our Saviour (aid, Where two or three' 
are gathered togetber in my Name, 4 will be in 
3a. be midft of them. As for the neceſlity of the Se-, 
- cramencs , none calls them fimply neceflary to 
Salvation ; bur f{ince they were commanded,they 
ought to be uſed, unleſs ſome more cogent rea- 
on ſtop the ule of them , than is the wahr of a 
dedicated Houle. And who ſhould expeft,' that 
hey who are ſo much againft reverence to Sacved 
Joules , ſhould likewile be againſt private Sacra- 
nents ? As for Baptiſm, what a cruel thing is it, 
ko oblidge Children ; eſpecially when they arc 
th ſtender y- to be brought, perbaps in the coldeſt 
it ſeaſon, Many miles, rather than go and Buptize at 
heir Houtes ? this looks liker Heathbeniſh bar- 
darity, than the Chriſtian tenderneſs. - And for 
\; - Commumon,why ſhould not fick perſons receive 
, n death-bed, \ when a}{ the reaſons of receiving 
; re moſt trong? Their faith and love: needs them 
d be. moſt quickened ; Never is the deathraf 
arift more £o be remembred , than when they. 
; pre to paſs through the valley and ſhadow of 
leath; and never is it more fit, that they de» 
dare their Communion with the Church ,* and 
ir love tothe Brethren , than when they are 
ntering upon their ft pangs : And it ws well 
nown how rarly a practice this was in theGlurch 
ff God. . Juſtin Martyr cells, ther they fence of 
- Pac Euchariſt eo them chat were ablenc= and by 
he famous: Story of Serapidn , about tlie Soo. 
ear, it is apparent how necefiary the Chriftians 
s 2 faen thought at was Sa 
| J 


i \ . C8) 
ly Fiaticam. Private Sacraments then are not 
poſed as neceſſary, but as highly expedi- 
ent: -which I think have made appear they are; | 2/i 

. * NN. Burt what can you fay for kneeling in re-[ m 
ceiving? fure this looks like Superſtition and Ido- 


C. 1-confeſs this is the Article of them all , I]. 
have the leaſt fondneſs on : bur it is great nn-ſ| {0 
charitableneſs to call it Idolatry,, when ſuch as| m1: 
dofſo, declare they neither believe Chriſt to bef or 

rally preſent, nor do they intend any Wor-| th: 
ſhip to the Bread and Wine, bur dire their wor-| de 
ſhipto Godand Chriſt , for that death which is 29! 
therein ſhewed forth. aſl 
-* IN. Bur why do not you fit? fince eur Savis| lial 
our did inftitute this rite in the Table-geſture ? | val 

C. Since you do not exaftly follow Chrift;] (ct! 
-oughr- not to fland:at this ::none therefore] wh: 
i mags: - 4 rn as Communicae lean» BY 
10g, upper, and in an'y - Room, Ci 
And the Paſsover was pw? to beſ[ Da) 
eaten by che Jews flanding with their loins girt,| 5c t 
end their ſhooes on their feet , yet withont any it 3 
written warrand, they changed that poſture in-J ep 
eothe ordinary eating poſture, arid did eat the whi 
PaGorver leaning, in which' our Saviour conform-[£00 

ed to them. 'And if the Jews,againft an exprefle a 
 prevept, withour any countermand, . may changy <3 

che poſture 3 ſure the Chriſtians wdome leffe req tob 
firined/as ro outwards, may change the gefture,] "be! 
eſpecially there being no command for it : and 79 
but a lame example, fince onr Savioar did not ticle 
ſit 


C 8t ) 
>{ | fic, but lean. And perhaps. more veneration is 
i- | due to that 3#&ion, now that our Saviour is' ex< 
; | alred, than he could have allowed ot in his hu- 
e- | mijration; | | 

o-f| _N. What can you fay for holy dayes ?' caf any 
man make dayes holy ? 

If. C. It by holy.dayes you mean, portiofis oftime 
n-| ſo lacred, that in theſe dayes, our fervices are 
as| more acceptable to God than - on other dayes 3 
bel or that of their own nature they are holy, fo 
xr» | that of it (elf it is a {in not to be particularly 
2r- | devout on theſe dayes, you have reaſon to ſay, 
is] agne can make a day holy. And this was never 
aſſerted. But it is another thing to keep pecu- 
viel liar dayes of thank(giving , for the great and.fig- 
? {| ual mercies of the Goſpel-diſpenfation. 1 :con= 
ift,} eſſe I am (o dul},as not to be able to apprehend 
SYref what evil can be jnſuch cuſtams;. And it 48;un- 
ane] doubted, that inall ages and places of the Churtb, 
m. {Chriſtians have had a peculiar veneration for theſe 
Dayes. St. Pau! aith of the legall holy Dayes,; 
ke that regardetk a day, to the Lord be doth regard 
itz And, if Moſes bis Feafts-mighe have been 
kept holy to the Lord, much more may theſe be 
which the Church hath infticuted. Befide, you 
know the obſervation of Eaſter and Pentecoft, are 
f according to clear Hiſtory derived from Apofto- 
4 licz| practices. And it appears, St. Pay. haſted 
tobe at Feruſaiem to keep the feaft of- Pentecoff 
there. And, from all this 1 may afſume', that 
| your diflike of theſe Feſtivals and the other Ar- 
J ticles of Perth, is ill grounded; 

S 
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DIALOGUE VI  : jm 


N.- F See we have no reaſon to hope for any 
| pm from you, who are fo fierce againft 

us3 bur God be thanked, an ill-willed Cow hath 
fhoce' horns. of . 
C, Wby fierceneſſe you mean a deſire to ſee},,, 
you ruined and deſtroyed, you miſtake me quite; |, 
fiace there is none living,more averſe from fierce 
and: violent courtes than my (elf. I love all Chri- 
ſtians', -who live according to the rules of the of 
Goſpel: And I pity ſuch as | judge miſtaken, | { 
knowing how ſubje@ T am to errour my (elf. Ir, 
quarrel with no man for his opinion'in theſe mat- |; q 
ters, which are, as the late incomparable King in, 
his:divine work calls them, But the Skirts and. . 
Suburbs: of Religion.' And as all the thoughts |c,c 
of that divine Book bewray an auguſineſſe, which 
ſpeaks the Author a King - indeed; fo his mode- 
- ration in theſe matters looks like: the paternalf | 
clemency which becomes the Father of a Coun«ſj, £7 
treyz he then adviſech his Son, our Gracious So- ? 
veriighn, thus, Beware of exaſperating any Fatih; 
ons, by the croſsneſſe and afperity' of ſome mens cipl 
paſſions, bumours, or private opinions , imployel *- 
by you, grounded only upon the differences in leſſer, 
mutters, which are but the Skirts and Suburbs}, 
of Redigion : wherein a charitable connivancthy, ;# 
and Chvidliar-tolleration often difipats theirſ; .c 
ſtrength , whom rougher oppoſition fortifies 3 and, |. 
pats 


| (83) 
puts the deſpiſed and oppreſſed party into ſuch com- 
binations, as may moſt enable them to pet a full 
revenge on thoſe they count their perſecutors, who 
are commonty aſſiſted by that Vulgar commiſera- 
W | tion which attends all that are ſaid to ſufſer uns 
der the notion of Religion. And a little after, Take 
beed, that outward circumſtances and formalities 
| Pof Religion, devour not all, or the beſt incourape= 
eelments of Learning, Induſtry, and Piety. Thus 
© [chat Great and glorious Prince. 
Cel. N. By this it ſeems you are a Latitudina- 
1 rian, and I have heard much ill of theſe new fort 
he | of people. | 
ml C. Truly IT own no name, but that of Jeſus 
Chrift,in which 1 was baptized; and theſe are in- 
vidious Arts, to coyn names of parties, and co 
affix them on ſuch as diſown them; I am, and de- 
nfre co be a fincere Chriſtian, but of no party nor 
5 ISet. But ifby latitude, you mean charity, tru- 
ogy 1 muſt tell you, I glory in it, which is no newer 
©Iway, than the mew commandment which our Savi- 
na" Jour gave to his Diſciples, to love one another, 4s 
an" Be loved thent. 
Sf N. 1 confeſſe they ſay you live very good 
= oy » but you have dangerous and looſe prin- 
ciples. 
yell c. Are yon not ſtrange people, who faſten ſuch 
[{CharaRers on men whoſe converſations you can- 
ot diſprove; for, what can you call an Atheift, 
; but a man of dangerous and loole principles 2 
©" heſe are uncharitable aſperſions, as if not to be 
7"Fo hidebound and ftarcht on every trifle as you 
_ G 2 are, | 
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are, were to be looſe and dangerous men, 
N. Some fay you are ftrong witted people, 


and 1o they ſuſpe& you of Atheiſm. , Ip! 


C. Ic ſeems they are weak witted people who nc 


talk {oz fince though ſome fooliſh pretendtrs to cu 


\ 


wit, are Atheiſts, yet no ſort of men diſcover 
their folly, as well as wickedneſſe , ſo much as|La 
thele do. And that curſed Peſt is hated by none 


more than us, who perhaps can give better and|he! 
more convincing accounts of thefe principles off yo 


Religion, that chere is a God, a life to come, he! 
and that the Scriptures are the word of God, ow 
than theſe who fo charge us. But what unchri-|fou 
flian work is it, thus to diſgrace us ? It \ 

N. Many of you are ſuſpe& of Socihianiſm, for[lay. 
you all magnifie reaſon,and are often telling how|for 
rational a thing Chriſtian Religion is, which they] vat 
alſo.do. the 

C. Indeed if to call Religion a rational worJfup 


ſhip, or reaſonable ſervice make a Socinian, wepor 


areſuch, and ſo was St. Pay/: but as for the horJAng 
rid errours of Socinus his School, touching thghol 
Triaicy, Chriſts fatisfa&ion, Gods preſcience,&ton 
theſe we condemn and Anathematize: and vgditl 
judge it moſt ſuitable to reaſon, that in theſe ſubJthar 
ime Myſteries, Divine Revelations ſhould b@unit 
our ruſe. But notwithſtanding of this , we wiſſtion 
be very loath to deny that Chriftian, Religicnthin 
both in its Articles of Belief, and Preceptsc ap © 
Pradice, -is highly congruous .to the diQates F A 


. Fight reaſon : And we judge to propoſe them iq Art! 


ſhall be a convincing way to commend them t 
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all clear-witted men. And certainly, God ha- 
ving created man rational, the higheſt accom- 
pliſhmenc of his nature, which is Religion, muſt 
not be contrary, but (ſuitable to his ſupreme fa- 
culty. 


N. It ſeems you are ſound here,but I fear you -_ 


Latitudinarians are Papiſts, at leaft Caſſandrians. 
C, You are reſolved to charge us with one 
heinous thing or another, and when. one fails you, 
you catch hold on another. We are far from that 
height of uncharitablenefſe which ſome of you 
own, of damning all Papiſts 3 fince they hold the 
foundation Jeſus Chrift, chough chey build upon 
it wood, hay and ſtubble: neither will we ftifly 
ſay, that all things controverted betwixt the re- 
formed Churches and them, are matters of Sal- 


fl vation ; yet in the greater controverſies with 


them, we condemn them : ſuch as are the Popes 
ſupremacy, the Churches infallibiiity, the Cor- 


Jporal preſence, the worſhipping Images, Saints, 


Angels, Purgatory, prayer for the Dead, with- 


gholding the Chalice, worſhipping in an unknown 


tongue 3 theſe with many moe we diſprove and 


Jdiflike as much, and perhaps on clearer grounds 


than you do. Yet we are ſich lovers of the 
unity of the Catholick Ghurch , that we 'mnch 
honour and eſteem all who have ſtudied'to bring 
things to a temper, though they have not come 
ap to the defired length. png 
N. But-how - comes it, that amongſt all the 
Articles of Popery, JOruerer reckon the merits 
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of good works, aor Juſtification by them ; fince 
thele are their chiefeſt errours ? | 

C. | have not given a full enumeration of all 
' that is wrong in that Church; but, tor good 
works, thouga many of them, particularly the 
Jeluirs, have written very barſhly-in that matter; 
and before the Reformation, generally all the 
Preachers did intollerably extol, nct ſo much 
morally good works, as the ſuperſtitious and ty- 
rannical injunions of the Stepdame of Rome 3 
yet now It is clear, the more ſober of them ex- 
pound Merits, in a ſenſe which no Proteftant can 
diſown, to wit, that they are aQions ſo accep- 
table co God, that he who is faithiul] in his pro- 
miſes, will certainly reward them, Though 1 
have no fondneſſe on the term Merit, which way 
foever expounded, it ſtill ſounds ſomewhat too 


high for a creature in reference to his Creator, fi 


much mare heartily do I reje& the term Con- 


bd - - 
©. What ſay you of Juſtification by faith only ? 
ſure this is a fuandamenral matter. 
- C.-. There js-nothing in Scripture more clear- 
ly ſet down than the DoQrine of Juſtification; 
bue as ic is generally explained, there is nothing 


more nice or ſubtill : Juſtification and condem- [} 


nation are two oppoſite legal terms, relating to 
the Judgmeot (ball be given our at the laſt day; 
for though we are ſaid to be now juſtified, as the 


| unbelieving are aid to be. condemned already, 


this js only that we are now inthe ftate of fuch 
as ſhall be folemaly juſtifigd or condemned, Now 
ac. 
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at the great Day we muſt give an account of our: 
ations, and we muſt be judged accordingly: 
bur fince all muſt be condemned,if God eater in 
Judgement with them , therefore God gave his 
Son co the death for us, that chereby we mighc 
obtain Salvation; and all Fudgement is by the Far 
ther committed tothe Son; And Jeſus Chriit hath 
propoled life through his death to as many, as 
receive his Goſpel, and live according to Cr. 
And as that which gives us a title to the. fa- 
yaur of God,is the blood of Chriſt,ſo that which 
gives us an interelt in his death, 1s faith, with a 
life conform to the rules of his Goſpel , and the 
root of this new life,is a faith, which worketh by 
love, purifyeth the heart , and overcometh the 
World; and theretore Juſtification is aſcribed to 
it 1a Scripture. Now, judge-but a liccle what ie 
is to have a right apprehenſion of things, ſince T 
have in a few plain wards told you that: which, 
with much nicety (wells amoogit you to Volumes: 


? JAnd as this aſcribes all to Chrift, through -whom 


it is that our fins are pardoned, our ſervices aCc- 
cepted, and grace and glory conveyed to us 3 (o 


; Jalfo the neceljicy of a holy he is clearly declared, 


as being that whereupon we ſhall be (ſolemnly 
judged, juſtified and abſolved at the laſt:day.. 
N. I chink this. is very clear, but why-do got 
you ule the terms of the Proteſtant Church? 
this looks like a humour of fingularity amongſt 
you, that yau will not ſpeak like other men.. - 
C. Whether do you think it fitter in the. My- 
ſeries of faith ta. keep clole to terms of: Sorip- 
ture 
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pure or T10t 2- ſince theſe, as they are the trueff, 
ſo-are The fitteſt and moſt expreſſive: bur if we 
wilt ſpeak in -the language of men, 1 think the 
ſtile- of the Catholick Church is to be- choſen, 
rather than Modern and Scholaſtical expreflions, 
which-are too roo horridly abuted, as well by 
Antinomians, as by carnal Chiiftians, who love 
well-co hear of Salvation by the death of Chrift, 
provided they be bound co do nothing chem- 
telves, that they may be taved. 


- N. You have (uftciently vindicated your ſelf | 


of Popery, but are you not Arminians ? 

C, Truly 1 believe both you and | may be 
good Chriftians, and not underſtand a word of 
theſe controverſies,. And certainly the great 
itch of mulciplying and canvaſling ſubtile queſii- 
onsan-matters ofReligion, hath proven one of 
the- chief pefts cf che.Church ; ic'is good to be 
fJober-minded. ' As for Gods Soveraignty in all 
things, bur more eſpecially in the 'convertion of 


fouls, and che gracious influence of his Spirit, 4f » 


do firmly believeic:*l1 as: firmly believe, that 
God is infinitly good and holy, and think -1 may 
welltake his own: Oath for it; that he takes ny 
pleaſure in the death of ſinners: But how to re- 
concile-theſe his Actributes, | confteſſe is beyond 
' mp capacity: God is an unfathomable Abyfle, 
andiimperſccutable to any bur himelf: rhere- 
fexeas 1'do not; doubr there-are Three perſons 
jn one God;:though I cannot: reconcile that''to 
Ariftoeles Logiok 3: fol. believe, God is Sove- 


Nigrand -abſolute 5 as- well:ia32 holy: and: juft, 
97443 thougi 
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though I cannot anſwer all obje&ions. In a 
word, let chis whole matter be thus cranſated, 
and no article of faith is violated; Let none of 
our govii be aſcribed ro our ſelves, and none of our 
evil be imputed to God. 

N. 1 ee if you have any erfours, you have fo 
much Legerdemain,that you are not cafily diſco- 
vered. Bur, our Mimlters are more jealous of 
fome of this new-way of the latitude, than of any 
body 3 for, often in our Convencicies they bid 


us beware of Wolves in theeps cloathing : and 


this 1s meant cf you. 

: C. Fudge of the tree by its fruits.(aid our Saviour; 
Do nor therefore upon jealoulies and milrepre- 
lencations pafſe Judgments ; for,who art thou that 
judgeſt another mans ſervant ? But | am now wea- 
ry with wrangling, it being a thing much againſt 
my Genius 3 | will thereforeleave theſe dry and 
arid matters, arid tajka lictle with you'on bet- 
rer Subjects. | 

» 'N. I will hear you in theſe with all myheart; 
for though you have faid- many things that do 
much, diſpleaſe:/me, yet as uncharitable as you 
think me, Fam ful} of kindrie(ſs for you 5 and I 
love to hear good ſpoken by any body : 'thefe- 
fore we will diſputeno more. - - : 
---C- Ah, how ftrangely is the world miſtaken in 
mztcers of Relzgion! Some placing it wholly inde- 
bates, 'others in external forms ;  others:iw'(orne 
private devotions, and others in a regulation of 
the oneward man; bur erve Religion is power 


and life,and far above all theſe.ſhadows. The-King- 


dom 
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dom of God is not meat and drink,, but righteouſ- 
neſs end peace, and joy in the koly.Ghoſt ; it doch 


it (elf inco the Soul z whereas a divine (eed it pro- 
pagates, diffuſing its vertue through the whole 
man: Ina word, Religion was given of God to 
transform a man into the Divine likeneſs, and to 
a real participation of the Divine Nature. 

N. What then is the great ſcope and defign of 
Chriftian Religion? 

GC. God's method, in clearing up this day of 
Salvation was indeed wonderful: ; many ages after 
the Creation, . the world was overſpread with 
darkneſs, and wrapped up in blind Idolatry, only 
as the wanne refle&ion of the Moon , with the 
twinklings of a few Stars, do give (ome radi- 
ance.-in the furcheft abſence of the Sun, lo theſe 
darkeſt ages had -ftill, ſome of the remains of Na- 
eures light ; and the holy Patriarchs were bur- 
ning and ſhining lights : but darkneſs flill cove- 
red-theface of the earth, Ar length there was a 
dawniag opened by Moſes, whole greateſt ſplen- 
dor;was caft upon it, by the approaching Sun, 
the Meſſiah: Indeed che old diſpenſation was a 
great riddle, for all was managed then with great 
terrour, pomp and ſtate : their call out of Egypt, 
agd-the 'promulging of the Lay, were dreadful, 
their; Temple , Worſhip and,.Ceremonies were 
Majeftick-2nd-Solemn ; but by none of theſe the 
doer could be made perfe& : At length came che 
Sun.of Righteouſnels,, 4s 4 gbt..ta lighten. the 
Gentiles; . and the: gory: of his PeaplaTſnech.a, and 


@ rought 
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uf= \brought to light life and mortality through bjs Go- 
xh [þe/; che great detigns whereof are, to beget in 
atS|a man {uch apprehenlions of the Divine Majeſty, 
'0= [as might both poſſeſs him with the holy reverence 
ble jbecomes his great Name, and inſpire him with a 
to flove and delight in him, that ſo man might be 
co [brought to a more free converſe with God, and 
mighc be ſwallowed up in divine contemplations, 
of FThe next thing in the Golpel, 1s to propoſe to 

us that ſtupendious contrivance of the redempti- 
of Jon of the World through Jelus Chrift , chat we 
er [may adore him as the quthor and finiſher of . our 
th Jfaith. Beſide, the Goſpel came to mould us in- 
ly Jco ſuch a lively conformity to Jeſus Chrift, chat 
ne [we may imitate him.in all things, cbiefly inbis 
li- [holineſs, meekneſs, and humilicy : And further, 


ſe jthe Goſpel was deſigned as a cement and bond - 


a= fof perfeQtion; to unite us all more clols]y, even 
r- ſbeyond the natural tyes, with thole of brotherly- 
e- kindneſs and charity. 

a | N. What then are the methods to be uſed by 
-- Jone that would lead a ſpiritual life ? 

n, | C. This ought co be the great defign of our 
a filivesz for, wherein ſhall it avail us, if we ſhall 
it fBoain the whole world, and loſe our own fouls ? The 
t, {way then co purify our ſouls, is, not barely to 
|, Jafie& a liccle vertue, or morality, but to apply 


e fJour- minds to God, that by frequent and deep 


e {contemplations of his glory, his excellent perfe- 
e [&jons may-be derived iato our ſouls, Be there- 
fore much in ftillneſs and abftraRion of mind,, that 
you may become ofa thinking temper 5. Sivenp 
wi 
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with'paſſions, deftgns, and humours, and uſe 
much mward recolle&ion ; chisat firſt will prove 


EE ( 
q nly 


painful to you, but when once you havebroughtſligh 
your mind into a ſerene and not eaſily agitatedirhe 
. temper, you ſhall after that enjoy great quiet in|in F 


divine converſe. 


gro 


N: What mean you by this converſe with|ry t 


God? 

C. You ſhall feel ſuch a belief and ſenſe of the 
divine perfeftions m your ſon}, as ſhall make the 
thoughts of God familiar and eafie to you : your 
converſe with him ſhall not enly conſiſt in pray- 
ers, 'and as of worſhip, but you ſhall be often 
admiring him in his Accributes 'of Power, WiC 
dom, and Goodneſs, and chiefly bis Love to you 
in Chrift ; which ſenſe of God ſhall be as a foun- 
tain of living waters , ever jetting up divine 
thoughts into your mind: And theſe will not be 
crabbed, curious, or (ubcill ſpeculations , but 
humble adorations, and divine imbraces, in ſuch 
atts;as, Thou art my God, my 260d God, IT am thine, 
I will love thee above all things. and none but thee; 
thou art my joy and only delight; Thus themore 
you converſe with God, your as will grow the 
 fimpler and the purer : ic will not only be at 
ſome returns, morning or evening, or jn pub- 
ltick:Worſhip, that firch choughts: will ſtir in you; 
batyonr heart will be full of them, and ſwiming 
in-them, and they will riſe natively in you. Hence 
wilt guſh'in upon yonr foul mitch-inward (weet- 

ind 4 youwillbe ever wall pleaſed; be- 
eniſe you will ſee God inall chings, and eos 
(73177 ee 
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(ſe ee all he doth is good ; you will therefore not 
ve only praiſe ſubmiſhon, but.gomplaceney and de- 
heſlight in all his wayes 3 you will alſo rejoyce in 
edſrhe Divine Accriburtes, and glory in yourintereſt 


injin Heaven. 
grow to you ! But debates and opinions and eve- 


Oh, how (ſweet will your hours then 


thjry thing that leads out the mind from that in- 
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ward iti}|neſs, will become fſapleſs toyou. 

N. Wherein conſiits that (weetnels you fay is 
to be found in divine converſe ? 

C. In the ſtillneſs wherewich the minds over- 
flowed, the clearneſs in the judgement, the ſted- 
faſtne(s of the will, and calmnels of the paſlions; 
and then indeed a man lives in the perfeftion of 
his nature. But, beſide theſe, there are ſome 
divine touches, wherein the ſou] is carried,; as it 
were, out of her ſelf, into moſt ſublime heights, 


which cannot be uttered. Burt as for the affe- 


ions of the ſenfible part , thele may be: yery 
high in an impure mind ; for the natural devoti=- 
on, eſpecially if the perſon be Melancholick, a 
woman, or hiſterical, will mount very high,, but 
this devotion doth not humble nor purify. the 
minde. Now, perſons fo divinly aed, are no- 
thing in their own eyes, and willing to be ne- 
thing in the account of all the world, and all the 
world is nothing to them; their God is their- al: 
they reſign all co him, and are willing he diſpoſe 
of them, and every thing elſe,as ſeems good in his 
eyes; ſothey are not follicitous, nor diſturbed, 
however ſquares go in the world. Finally, by.the 
Elevation of this (puritual life, they are made to 


think | 
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think" not only placidly and ſerenly of death; but able 
to long for it, accounting that the worſt office No 
deach can do them, is to free ther of a vile bo-Þ2)> 
dy, and eo give them enterance into their hea- poſe 
venly Kingdom, this'is che union of the Soul coſ*® f 


God. * inta! 
N.- But how muſt we enter into that flate of[Þ2* 
divine union ? 
C. Truly the gate is low,and the paſſage ſtrait, 


bl 
PLOT 
we muſt be diſpofſeſſed of fel-love, and of all} .. 
intenſe affe&ions to created objets ; we muſtF 
know and abhor our bygone eſcapes, we muſt by,. 
' the humble applications of our fouls to Jeſus 
Chrift, preſſe in by violence into this heavenly}; 
ſtate, co which the paſſage is ſo narrow, that we 
muſt be tripe ofall the dulkſome farthingales and 
eraing of vanity ere we can enter: but when we 
ſhall be Giveſted of theſe, the path of life willF* 
prove eafie. Oh! how ſhall theſe pangs be recom- 
penſed, when we have broke thorow, and got in- 
co the blefſed ſhades of theGarden of God? And, 
how irifinicely more ſhall they be ſwallowed up, 
when getting beyond the dark regions of Morta- 
licy, we ſhall arrive at the uncreated light, which F 
withour a cloud or vail,ſhines above? Then our 
glorified bodies,with our no leffe purified Souls, 
ing made like unto Angels, yea, unto a greater 
than'Angels, ſhall be incefſantly imployed in ex- 
ercifes; ſervices and adorations, ſo far elevated (| 
ond, and diſproportioned to our higheſt at- 
ehievemencs aud enjoyments here, that in this 
imperfeCt ſtate we catmot fo much as frame _ | 
| able 
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ue able apprehenfions-of that 'unconceived” Glory ! 
Now we who have the poſſeſſion of fo great-a 
joy, and the hope of a greater blefſednefſe pro- 
poſed to us, have we not al! reaſon vigorouſly 
to ſet about the duties of a Chriſtian life, noc 
intangling our ſelves with thorny and harſh de- 
of|bates, which wilf but retard our progrefſe co 
blimer ſtates, and higher and undiſturbed Re- 
PLONS ? : 
N. Is this all then-that is required to accom= 
pliſh a Chriftian ? 
C. This is but the Bafis and root of a Chri- 
ian life, which is never barren nor unfruicfall : 
ie then whoſe heart is thus fixed on God, his 
ife and a@ions- quickly declare that he bath 
zot'only the form but the power of Godlineffe 
n him : he lives above the world, in (uch'acon- 
empt of it,as difcovers he hath greater riches 
nd treaſures in his defign,than theſe are; he hates 
he baſe and impure pollutions that abound in 
he world through luſt, and undervatuerh 'even 
he lawful] pleaſures and enjoyments of ſenſe : 
te ſets no value on things in themſelves, ' riches 
nd poverty, ſhame and contempt are equally 
elcome to him, the one doth not fink him 
jor can the other ſwell him : his a&ions and dif- 
ourſes have that candor , ingenuity and good- 
eſs in them , as convince all, that the fear of 
ods before his eyes. Finally, he livesin the 
2orld; 2s out of the world, and above the'world: 
is humility alſo ceftifiech, that in nothing he 
foth, he ſeeks or regards himſelf ; he — 
ng. 
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hang/ouet his piety. nor, good aRions to publick|co 
view, . but wraps them up in-unaffeced leif-de-|mc 
nial- - He conrtsnot applauſe, - nor is he fretted 
with contempt, but is willing that none butval 
God, for whom he doth all, know his aCftions,agd] 
wich a virginal modeſty ſhuns and reje&as theſett 
praiſes which are undefired , a$ weil as undeler-|wh 
ved : he fiyes the crouds and publick (cenes,that|ma 
in corners he may find that which by venting 1ngo! 
a throng, is often evaporat and loſt. And as hethe 
doth not cowardly ftoop to mean things , lo hehe 
doth not ſtubbornly refuſe the pooreft office]Gr 
God calls bim to : he peaceably obeyeth theſand 
publick Father of his Countrey, and the Ghoſiyſhin 
- Fathers of his Squl.:: he undervajueth none butJGr; 
himſelf, neither are his ears pained with applau:ſcon 
ſes given to others, nor icching for them tojchi, 
bimſelf. His charity alſo appeareth in his readighe 
neſs to do good i all men, looking on that ame! 
.conformities to the DivineRec 


of the greate 
um : He relieyeth the poor with his Goods ſhe | 


the. perplexed with his Advice, the opprefledKin 
 withhis Afliſtance; the diſconſoJat with his SyrFſorr 
pathy.; and all with his Prayers. He judgetifimut 
raſhly of none, he doth not eaſily believe , butYvine 
quickly pardoneth an injury : be is not foon irri-fpll ! 
cated, but readily pacified : be confineth not hisÞdot| 
charity to a party, bur extendeth it to all Chriſmin 
iT This is .a rude Charaer, contamingJAnd 
ſome of the fairer Lines of a Chriſtian-life ; byJHe i 


which you may ſee wherein Chriſtian Religionped!y 


eonkilts, 
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xck| conſiſts , and how far even thoſe who pretend 
de-[moſt loudly to it, recede from it, 
ed] N. What ſay you uf his Devotions, both pri- 
zucſvacte and publick? 
gd] C. lo his ſecret retirements he often reviews 
theſeth and examineth his a&tions, that diſcovering 
er-| what hath been defe&ive and amils in him , he 
hatlmay be humbled for it, and quickened to new vi- 
; 1n}gour and alacrity in Divine Services : he begs 
 h4Jche divine love through Jelus Chrift , by whottt 
 heſhe makes all his addrefſes ro the Throne of 
ace]Grace z he offers up himſelf to God by pure 
theſand free reſignations, that he may diſpote of 
ſiyjbim as pleafech him ; he implorech the Divine 
but]Grace, and affiſtance for mortiſying all ſins,over- 
au-fcoming all cempeations , and advancing in every 
| tofthing char is acceptable and well-pleafing toGod: 
di-Jhe alſo offers up his praiſes to God for all his 
t a[mercies, catefly for that unvaluable one of the 
incJRedemption of the world through Jeſus Chrift: 
dsghe prayeth alſo for the Catholick Church, his 
TedKing, Countrey ; and. Friends. This he per- 
yru4Jſorms not as an homage or vaſſalage which he 
etiimuſt do, but out of pure delight in God and DF 
butYvine exerciſes: neither doth he reſt on theſe, as 
rial he owes God; bur beſides, he orders all he 

agdoth for his Glory , and is often bending his 
hri-Jminde co an application co God in all his wayes : 
nngAnd chis is his ſecret and inward devotion. 
; bye worfhips God in publick, that he may avow- 
zionfedly own his dependance on him , and his union 
ſts; H with 


Kota s re dir. 9 T 9). (hone « , 
"with his Chiirch ; he goeth to the holy place; 
not out ot cuſtqme r formality, but rhag he Tf 
mzy jointiy with others, acknowledge and adore 
his Maker ang,;his. Redeemer; and gives. notþ,., 
only an external concurrence with the Warſhighy - 
3n Voice, Geſtuce,, or Pretenge., but” his. heard; 
aith Amen oo his lips and profetlion. ES 
 N. I confeſſe | finde it much more plezfing 
and editying to talk on theſe heads, than an ofit 
doubtful difputations ;z and therefore I will bi 
an enilefſe farewell, to them. 

C. 1 was to have detired . that of you :. fol 
though my affection to your, hath ar preſen 
drawn from me 2 great deal, of contentjouf + 
diſcourſe; yer 1 finde no pleaſure in ic 5, an 
therefore as I ſeldom in my thonghts remind; | 
thele niatters, ſo here I put a poing, and wi h 
never reſime them again. Let ws therefor 
provoke one another to Charity, and good Works 
We have a betcer exeicile for our tongues, wit 
them-we are to bleſſe Gol even the Father 3 Ie 
us not therefore ucter any thing with then -! ; 
that may ſeem to cyrſe man, that was mae ian 
ter the fimilitude of God. ys 

N. Yet your pains are not wholly loft: foff[11« 
though 7 am not altogether changed as to m 1 
Principles; yet you have brought me co a gre: 
temper in chings wherein I muſt confeſle 7 H 
unmeaſuredly furious : bur. 7 will hencefort 
ſtudy co draw in my minde from . every diſiratFty 
on, and more vigorouſly purfue the great en 
- of my Being. 
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. If this be your cemper , you and I cannot 
hl eres did our thougars, as co other things,, 
Wiffer't never fo widiy : And: 1! pray Gods Keep. 
or you and me both 1 in this cemper long, bur now, 
Note mnt part (or a winle, it i5 like we may (hort- 
'Fy meer again, if, not on eaith, at leaſt in hea- 
cart en: Sol bid you heartily adiew, 


fng __ L | | | 
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fo i os Dialogues were the 
on 4 haſty product of - ſome 
nd dle. hoes of wach the Au- 
"Khor chought tit to gather in a, | 
hs ule words, the matters which 
now creat us fo much trouble; 
-Aind to repreſent the Argu- 
aAments of bochparties candidly; 
h which he hopes he hath done, 
4He proteſts he hath no deſign 
£ [to wrong cither party or per- 
A 2 {on, 
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ſon, but meerly to propoſe 
theſe matters to others, in the 


ſame light wherein they appear 


to himſelf : had his defign been 
to diſgrace perſons.or wayes,he 
would have done it at another 
rate ; but he abhorreth ſuch a 
thought. If theſe papers grow 
pon, and be of uſe to any, 

e defires no thanks as he ex- 
peas no rewards : and for the 
Cenſures ofperſons concerned, 
he will ſhroud himſelf from 
theſe with the yail of one uncon- 
cerned. 
F...1- NI 5S 
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PINDARICK ODE 


LIpon Contentions in matters 


of Religion, by a friend of 
the Authors , and a zealous 
promoter of all deſigns for 


Peace and Love. 
I. 


Increaſe our flames, and raiſe new broils ; 
And muſt we triumph in our Brethrens Þoils 2 
Women are ſaid by contraries to walk, 
So now Rel:tgion which Heaven intends | 
To quiet minds, all hearts to quarrel bends ; 
And to contentious talk. 
And as the feuds of Brethren hotteſt are, 


| & Hall that which was deſign'd to end our toils, 


m (Where concords ought to be, there harſheft proves the jarr) 


1 - 


So Nations Chriftned into unity, 
And twifted in ffaternal tyes, 
Tet do theſe Sacred bonds deſpiſe : 


And the endearing names of Brethren all bely. 


Il 
Great were diſorders which at Babel ſprang, 
Each did his Mothers Tongue forget ; 
Brother to Brother Þake a ſtranger Dialed, 


CY 
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And new coin d words only the ear did wound. 
' In vain it was to ſpeah, and all grew mutes, 
And man ſeem'd to deſcend to rank of bruits, 
- : TheGoPÞes caine to heal ths breach, 
| "And Cavaans hallowed flike mankind did teach 
At firſt all ſeem'd made of a piece ; 
"One heart and ſou! them did inſpire, 
Free mas the peaceful company from warlik2 ire, 
$0 © When charity was all their fire, 
The Heavenly dem ftill maiſtened the fleece. 
W612 they ſought only bow 10 propagats their hind, 
* Midft,all their Hymns nq diſcord could one find. 
[But when the wretched Arts of Humane Policy, © 
Mingled with primitive integrity, © 
They by unhallowed tools began to build 
Their fabriques, and by Laws of State 
Religion did adulterate. 
Then did mcenſed Heavens 'gainft them rage, 
And put an early period to the golden age : 
: All in diſorder ravel'd out, 
Toe Church grew a tumultuous rout. 
And all with cloven Tongues did feab : 
Fierce wrath prevail 'd, and GoÞ2l force grew weab, 
And all its harmony died in agroan: 
Oh ftrange / even Paradiſe becomes a towride Zone, 
Il, 
Feſus bleſt names were mt their only files, 
They left his Standart, and were rang'd in files, 
Under the Barners of dividing names, 
And quench't in angry heats were divine flames, 
Some querel'd only about doubrful words, 
But to decade the matter, uſed ſwords : 
Others 'bout Logich niceties did contend, 
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Tet ſuch poor Ruff put ro their Iove an end : 

Ard while ſome plea'd the praZice of ſmall forms, 
Did their unformal pleas _ Slorms. © 
Wondrow Metamorpheſe ! 

Sr, Jafnes* counts luſt the ſource of Warre, 
But now Religion proves the cauſe of jarres 
Inveried Chymiſtry / 

Which turns the Gold to baſe allay, 

Muſt Rome be damrn'd as Antichriſt, | 

| Becauſe it to unerring Chair prerends ; 

And forth as Oracles its diftates Fenits 2 

While each *mong us to that height raiſe their creaft, | 

And do expe&# that all ro them n ſubmit, 

Conceitirg that to errour provf”s their wit. 

But once a Woman did uſurf that Ch air, 

That ſtain wipe *f* could never any care : | 

Tet nw *garnſt us that Sex conſpires, | 

And to cur Crown with inſolence aſpires. ; 

Each Dame a Sybill grows, and doth refuſe _" 

To ſtoop to wiſeſt fort, ard oar Juſt yoke abuſe, © -* | 
The names of faions are infuſ'd "| 

In harmleſs infancy, which early thus abuſ'd, © * 

Retains the venome 1t from brea# derives, 

All roads are block*t by which the truth arrives, * 
Fond prejudice doth ſo bemiF, 
Trepaning Cuſtome dath ſo twift 
Their minds to errour, that it yain 

And bootlefs labour proves them to regain. 


I'V. 2 
DrÞuting is as Oyl to raging flame ; 
They glory in their ſufferings pampoug name, 
And by reſiſting do increaſe their fame, 
All gentleneſs they think a cheat, 
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And dread the enemy mo when he doth treat. 

God bleſs me, what diſeaſe is this, 

Whoſe cure all Medicines do miſs /! 

They'r wanton if we cordials uſe, 
Sure, goodneſs they abuſe ; 

Or if to abate the feveriſh hear, 
| Some noiſome blood we would let out ; 

Then grows the madneſs of the frantich rout, 

If fines as Medicines their bowels drain, 

Then they aloud of grinding do complain. 

Th flrange diftemper doth all «hill defy, 
Phyſicians hopes ftill falſify. 
" But 45 @ joynt which Gangrene doth corrupt, 
Mutt be cut off from the ſound lump, 
Better the body grow a finmp, 
Than by ſuch members banberrupt. 
Tet often dath this Kydra maltiply 
When cropt, one head to ſeven will fruttify, 
oY as 4 tree which with new force doth ſpring, 
gghen lopt by pruner is its overÞreading wing 3 
So doth this poyſonom Weed fill further ſpread, 
And as the Camomine, grow the more it's tread. 
The Cockle ftill with Wheat will blend, 
Till winnowing flames to mixture put an end. 
Good Grains with Tares may chance to be pull'd up, 
Delay their doom till brimfull be their cup. 
Then chaffed juftice ſhall the chaff rms, 

dnd Angel-reapers bring the juſt to Heavens flror, 
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